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Many will already have heard the 
very sad news that the founder of 
Pax Travel, Philip Dean died earlier 
this year. Pax Travel began from 
very modest beginnings but despite 
not knowing where this personal 
pilgrimage would lead it expanded 
and flourished over the years in a 
way which he could never have 
anticipated. Although Philip ran a 
business Pax Travel was also his 
passion and vocation. Right up until 
his last days he was still researching 
future itineraries and his enthusiasm 
for what he did never waned, neither 
did his interest in those who take 
part in Pax Travel pilgrimages. He 
made many good friends through his 
work which was very evident by the 
number of group leaders and clients 
who attended his funeral. Philip 
could not have done or achieved 

what he did without being rooted in a 
deep belief and love of the Christian 
faith. His family, those who worked 
with him and all his friends are 
truly saddened by his absence but 
are richer for having known him 
and we pray that he has reached the 
heavenly home that he aspired to. 
Philip’s legacy is the interest in and 
appreciation of pilgrimage that he 
inspired in so many that will continue 
in the work of Pax Travel. 

      Judith Dean 
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Introduction

“The 3 cities we visited were very interesting. We enjoyed the balance of free 
time & visits. Our Italian Tour Guide was friendly and helpful with excellent 

knowledge.” - Italy, Oct ‘18 

“A wonderful experience and full of memories.” - France, Oct ‘18

“Thanks so much for your splendid organisation of this trip, and especially for 
ensuring that my special dietary needs were met so effectively, to make up an 

outstanding.” - Portugal, Oct ‘18

“Stunning scenery, locations and condition of churches/places of visits. The 
pilgrim team gelled well as usual.” - Holy Land, Sept ‘18

“I have never been to Northern Spain; However, I found it to be really beautiful 
and would go again.” - Spain, Sept ‘18

Testimonials
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The Holy Land

Day One
Luton – Tel Aviv

Check in at Luton airport for our departure to Tel Aviv. 
We arrive at Ben Gurion Airport in the afternoon. 
After collecting our luggage we transfer together to the 
Jerusalem area to check into our accommodation for a 
three-night stay. 

Day Two 
Mount of Olives – Bethlehem 

Proceed to the Mount of Olives. Visit the Chapel of the 
Ascension, the Church of the Pater Noster, and stop for 
a panoramic view across the Kidron Valley to Temple 
Mount and the Old City of Jerusalem. Walk down to 
the Church of Dominus Flevit, and the Church of All 
Nations in the Garden of Gethsemane. Stroll through the 
Christian Quarter and the rediscovered ancient Cardo. 
This afternoon we visit Bethlehem via the Shepherds’ 
Fields, then visit Manger Square, the Basilica and the 
Cave of the Nativity, the birthplace of Jesus Christ. 

Mass will be celebrated during the course of the day.

Day Three 
Jerusalem – Holy Sepulchre – Ecce Homo – 

Bethesda – Mount Zion
This morning we visit the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
in the Old City of Jerusalem where we hope to celebrate 
an early worship service, followed by a walk to the Ecce 
Homo Arch, where Jesus was presented to the crowd. 
Visit the Lithostrotos, the pavement where Jesus was 
tried and scourged within the convent of the Sisters of 
Zion. There will be a visit to the Ecce Homo terrace 
for a panoramic view. Afterwards, continue our walk to 
the pool of Bethesda and Crusader church of St Anne. 
Follow the Way of the Cross along the Via Dolorosa 
through the narrow streets to Calvary, enshrined within 
the church of the Holy Sepulchre. This afternoon we 
visit Mount Zion to visit the Abbey of the Dormition, 
Room of the Last Supper (Cenaculum), and continue 
to the Church of St Peter in Gallicantu, where Peter 
denied Christ three times. Afterwards visit the Western 
(Wailing) Wall and the site of the original Temple.   
 
Day Four

Jerusalem – Bethany – Dead Sea – Jordan 
Valley – Tiberias

Depart Jerusalem and drive to Bethany, home of Mary 
and Martha and also of Lazarus, whom Jesus called to 
life from the tomb (John 11:1 - 44). Proceed to the shores 
of the Dead Sea, lowest spot on Earth (for a bathe, if 
time permits). We continue northwards through the 
Jordan Valley, stopping at the River Jordan where we 
have a baptismal service before driving past Jericho, the 
oldest inhabited city in existence, where Jesus tarried on 
his way to Jerusalem (Matt. 20:29) and finally reaching 
Tiberias where we check into our hotel for dinner and a 
two-night stay.

Pilgrimage to The Holy Land       
                      Led by Pastor Victor Olayebo

Domes of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
By: Ekabhishek, Wikimedia Commons. (Edit: cropped)

“If I forget you, Jerusalem, let my hand wither if I prize not Jerusalem above all my 
joys!” Psalm 137. 

Throughout the centuries one of the goals of the Christian has been to visit the Holy 
Land. It is an intense and powerful experience to be in the Holy City of Jerusalem 
and in the Galilee, and richly brings the Old Testament, New Testament and the 
waves of post-biblical history alive. It helps us understand not only our own faith 
but also that of Judaism and Islam and the emotions that have dominated, and still 
dominate, the Land. These days of pilgrimage can leave a lasting impression that 
enriches our life at all levels. 
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Day Five
Tabor – Nazareth – Cana –

Caesarea Philippi
Drive to Mount Tabor, taking a taxi ride up the zigzag 
road to visit the Church of the Transfiguration. Drive 
inland to Nazareth where we visit the Basilica of the 
Annunciation and the house of St Joseph and Mary’s 
Well. Continue to Cana, where Jesus performed his 
first miracle of changing water into wine. Mass will be 
celebrated during the course of the day. Visit Caesarea 
Philippi, the site of Peter’s Confession that Jesus is the 
Christ of God. See Banias, one of the sources of the 
River Jordan.

Day Six
Sea of Galilee – Mount of Beatitudes – 

Mount Carmel – Tel Aviv – Luton
We begin the day with a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. 
We then drive along the shores of the lake to see the 
places where Jesus lived and worked. Start with the 
Mount of Beatitudes, where Jesus preached the Sermon 
on the Mount. We have a visit to Mount Carmel, before 
transferring to Ben Gurion Airport for our return flight 
to Luton Airport.

Terms of Payment: Deposit of £250 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel two months prior to the 
departure date.

Includes: Return scheduled flights on easyJet: Luton 
- Tel Aviv, on 18th Feb; Luton - Tel Aviv, Dep: 11:45 
Arr 18:40 . 23rd Feb Tel Aviv - Luton Dep: 19:35 Arr 
23:10. Current U.K. and Israel airport departure taxes. 
Hand luggage only. 5-nights accommodation in shared 
twin-bedded rooms with private facilities. 18th - 21st 
February; Combini Sisters Guesthouse, Bethany. 21st 
- 23rd February; Dona Gracia Hotel (3 star), Tiberias. 
Meal plan: 5 buffet breakfasts and 5 dinners. All 
touring and transfers by air-conditioned coach as per 
the itinerary. Fully licensed English-speaking guide/
tour escort to accompany the group whilst in Israel. 
All entrance fees as per the itinerary. ATOL and ABTA 
protection. Religious services.

*If you select to share a twin room when booking but have no 
one to share with, we will try to pair you up with someone of the 
same gender in the group. However, if there is no one available 
to pair you up with, we will charge you half of the single room 
supplement, as you would have single occupancy of the room.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement at 
£125 per person for the 5 nights (limited availability). 
1 piece of checked in luggage (23kg) at £55 per person. 
Lunches and drinks. Catering during the flights. 
Gratuities to guide, driver and accommodation staff at 
$30 per pilgrim (recommended). Transport within the 
UK. Fuel surcharges if passed on by the airline.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

18th - 23rd February
Travel Dates

£1079

Ecce Homo Church.  By: Otter, Wikimedia Commons
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Pilgrimage to The Holy Land         
        Led by Fr Michael Lang, Cong. Orat.

Day One
Heathrow – Tel Aviv – Jerusalem

Check-in at London Heathrow Airport for our morning 
flight to Tel Aviv. We arrive at Tel Aviv Ben Gurion 
Airport, where we will be met and assisted by a 
representative inside the Customs area, near to the 
luggage collection point. After Customs clearance, we’ll 
meet our local guide. We then travel to Jerusalem where 
we check in at our hotel for a four-night stay. Dinner 
will be in our hotel and guesthouse on each evening of 
the pilgrimage.

Day Two 
Jerusalem – Mount of Olives – Mount Zion 

This morning we drive to the top of the Mount of Olives 
and visit the Chapel of the Ascension, the Church of 
the Pater Noster, and stop for a panoramic view across 
the Kidron Valley to Temple Mount and the Old City of 
Jerusalem. Walk down from the Mount of Olives to the 
Church of Dominus Flevit where we hope to celebrate 
Mass, and the Church of All Nations in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. This afternoon we drive to Mount Zion 
to visit the Abbey of the Dormition, Room of the Last 
Supper (Cenaculum), and continue to the Church of 
St Peter in Gallicantu, where Peter denied Christ three 
times. From here we walk down to the Western (Wailing) 
Wall, the site of the original Temple on the Mount.

Day Three 
Jerusalem – Holy Sepulchre – Ecce Homo – 

Bethesda
This morning we visit the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
in the Old City of Jerusalem for an early Mass followed 
by a walk to the Ecce Homo Arch, where Jesus was 
presented to the crowd. Visit the Lithostrotos, the 
pavement where Jesus was tried and scourged within 
the convent of the Sisters of Zion. There will be a 
visit to the Ecce Homo terrace for a panoramic view. 
Afterwards, continue our walk to the pool of Bethesda 
and the Crusader church of St Anne. Follow the Way of 

the Cross along the Via Dolorosa through the narrow 
streets to Calvary, enshrined within the church of the 
Holy Sepulchre. 

Day Four
Ein Karem – Bethlehem

Drive to Ein Karem, the village where John the Baptist 
was born, and where Mary visited Elizabeth. Continue 
on toBethlehem via the Shepherds’ Fields, then visit 
Manger Square, the Basilica and the Cave of the 
Nativity, the birthplace of Jesus Christ. Mass will be at 
either the Cave or the Chapel of St Jerome.  

Day Five
Qumran – Dead Sea – Jericho –

Mount of Beatitudes
Depart Jerusalem and drive past the Inn of the Good 
Samaritan to Qumran where, in nearby caves, the Dead 
Sea Scrolls were discovered. Proceed to the shores of 
the Dead Sea, lowest spot on Earth (for a bathe, if time 
permits). Continue to Jericho, the oldest inhabited city in 
existence, where Jesus tarried on his way to Jerusalem, 
where we celebrate Mass in the Good Shepherd Church 
(Matt 20:29) and take a cable car to Mount Quarantal. 
Afterwards we drive to the southern shores of Lake 
Galilee, stopping at the River Jordan to visit the new 
Baptismal site. Our final destination is the Mount of 
Beatitudes, where we check into our guesthouse for a 
three-night stay.

Day Six 
Mount of Beatitudes – Sea of Galilee – 

Ceasarea Philippi
This morning start with the Mount of the Beatitudes, 
where Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount. 
Afterwards we enjoy a boat ride on the Galilee before 
we drive along the shores of the Sea of Galilee to see 
the places where Jesus lived and worked. Continue to 
Tabgha and the Church of the Loaves and Fishes. Visit 
the synagogue and Peter’s house at Capernaum. Mass 

Mount of Beatitudes. By: Dan Lundberg, Flickr (Edit: cropped)
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Terms of Payment: Deposit of £280 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than 28th February 
2019.

Includes: Scheduled flights on: British Airways: 
Heathrow - Tel Aviv - Heathrow. Current UK and 
Israel airport departure taxes. 7-nights accommodation 
in shared twin-bedded rooms* with private facilities 
at: 29th April - 3rd May, Gloria Hotel, Jerusalem. 3rd - 
6th May, Mount of Beatitudes guesthouse. Meal plan: 
7 breakfasts and 7 dinners. All touring and transfers by 
air-conditioned coach as per the itinerary. Boat ride on 
the Sea of Galilee. Taxis up Mount Tabor and return. 
Entrance fees as per the itinerary. Local English-
speaking guide/tour manager whilst in Israel. Daily 
Mass in Latin/English at churches and other sites in 
The Holy Land. ATOL and ABTA financial protection.
 
*If you select to share a twin room when booking but have no 
one to share with, we will try to pair you up with someone of the 
same gender in the group. However, if there is no one available 
to pair you up with, we will charge you half of the single room 
supplement, as you would have single occupancy of the room.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement at 
£399 per person for the 7 nights (limited availability). 
Lunches and drinks. Transport within the UK. Fuel 
surcharges if passed on by the airline. Gratuities to the 
guide, driver and hotel staff at $55 per pilgrim.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

29th April - 6th May
Travel Dates

£1439

will be celebrated at one of the sites during the morning. 
Head north towards the Golan Heights, through the 
ancient biblical capital of Dan, stopping to view Mount 
Hermon. Visit Caesarea Philippi, the site of Peter’s 
Confession that Jesus is the Christ of God. See Banias, 
one of the sources of the River Jordan.

Day Seven 
Nazareth – Cana – Tabor

Drive inland to Nazareth where we visit the Basilica 
of the Annunciation and the house of St Joseph. Mass 
will be celebrated in Nazareth. Continue to Cana, where 

Jesus performed his first miracle of changing water into 
wine. Drive to Mount Tabor, taking a taxi ride up the 
zigzag road to visit the church of the Transfiguration.

Day Eight 
Galilee – Tel Aviv – Heathrow

After Mass, we depart by coach for Tel Aviv Ben Gurion 
Airport for our afternoon return flight to Heathrow. We 
make a stop en route at Jacob’s Well in Nablus and a 
visit to the village of Sebastia. 

Aerial View of Jerusalem, Temple Mount
By: Andrew Shiva, Wikimedia Commons (Edit: cropped)
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Day One
London Heathrow – Tel Aviv – Jerusalem

Check-in at London Heathrow Airport for our morning 
flight to Tel Aviv. We arrive at Tel Aviv Ben Gurion 
Airport, where we will be met and assisted by a 
representative inside the Customs area, near to the 
luggage collection point. After Customs clearance, 
we’ll meet our local guide. We then travel to Jerusalem 
where we check in at our accommodation for a five-
night stay. We have an early evening guided tour of the 
city, experiencing contrasts between the Hasidic district, 
an Arab district, a secular district, etc. Dinner will be 
included in a traditional Jewish restaurant. 

Day Two 
Jerusalem & Bethlehem 

After breakfast we drive to Bethlehem to view the city 
from an olive grove and have a service of reflection. 
We visit the Church of the Nativity as well as the 
Palestinian Christian shop where we will have the 
opportunity to purchase gifts. Lunch will be at choice in 
Manger Square. This afternoon we return to Jerusalem 
for a walking tour of the Old City through the modern 
Jewish Quarter, the Cardo and Herodian Quarter. We 
also visit the Western Wall and Pool of Bethesda. We 
leave through St Stephen’s Gate. Dinner will be in 
our accommodation this evening followed by evening 
worship. 

Day Three 
Jerusalem 

There will be an optional very early morning dawn visit 
to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. We visit the Mount 
of Olives with its spectacular view of the Old City (have 
a group photo taken here), Dominus Flevit where Jesus 
wept over Jerusalem, the Pater Noster and proceed to 
the Garden of Gethsemane and Church of all Nations. 
We cross the Kidron Valley for a lunch break (at choice). 
This afternoon we travel to Mount Zion including visits 
to David’s tomb, Caiaphas’ House and the site of the 
Upper Room. Later, we proceed to the Garden Tomb 
and Gordon’s Calvary and celebrate a service of Holy 
Communion in the garden. 

Day Four
Dead Sea Region 

We drive very early into the Judean Desert and stopping 
for a time of stillness in the desert. We proceed to 
Masada, touring the fortress on the summit, seeing 
Herod’s Palace, the Oldest Synagogue in the world 
and a fourth century church, ascending and descending 
by cable car. We make a stop at Ein Gedi for lunch (at 
choice) by the Dead Sea and an opportunity for a float 

in the Dead Sea. This afternoon we visit Qumran, where 
the Dead Sea Scrolls were found. We return to Jerusalem 
in the late afternoon. We attend the ‘night spectacular’ 
sound and light show at David’s Citadel. 

Day Five
Jerusalem 

We begin today with an early Communion Service at 
the Anglican Cathedral. Afterwards we visit the Shrine 
of the Book (where the Dead Sea Scrolls are located). 
We visit Yad Vashem (the Holocaust Memorial). Before 
lunch (at choice) we visit the Model of Jerusalem at the 
time of the 2nd Temple. The afternoon will be at leisure 
to shop. There will be an optional evening worship with 
the King of Kings Messianic Congregation. Tonight’s 
evening meal will be at an Arab restaurant where we 
experience traditional Middle Eastern food. 

Day Six 
Old Jerusalem & Samaria 

After breakfast we return to the Old City, to walk the Via 
Dolorosa, following the Stations of the Cross, ending up 
at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Lunch will be at 
choice today. This afternoon, we travel along the Jordan 
Valley passing through Jericho and ascending the Mount 
of Temptation, and viewing St George’s Monastery by 
the Wedi Kelt. We continue to Ariel and check into our 
hotel. There will be time to rest and freshen up before 
dinner and a visit to the Biblical Garden. 

Day Seven 
Samaria Region (West Bank) 

After breakfast, we visit the biblical sites of Shiloh, 
Elon Moreh, Mount Gerizim and to look out onto 
Shechem (Nablus). We have lunch at the army café (at 
choice). This afternoon we meet a representative of the 
Samaritan community and visit their synagogue. This 
evening, we meet with local Christians and appreciate 
their missionary work and learn about Ariel and the 
struggles of this area. A coach will take us to visit the 
Christian Shop in Ariel and place of worship. 

Day Eight 
Galilee

After breakfast we depart Ariel and travel to the Galilee. 
Enroute we visit Beth She’an with the chance to explore 
this historical site. We have the St Peter’s Fish lunch 
today at Ein Gev (included in the price). Afterwards we 
have a boat trip on across the lake with a visit to the 
Church of St Peter’s Primacy. This is the traditional site 
where Jesus met his disciples after his resurrection and 
where he commissioned Peter to feed his flock. Continue 
to our hotel by the shores of the Sea of Galilee. We have 

Walking in the Steps of Jesus, Holy Land Pilgrimage   
          Led by Rev’d Haydon Wilcox
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time to relax before dinner which will be in our hotel 
this evening followed by evening worship. 

Day Nine 
Galilee & Northern Israel

After breakfast we have an early drive to explore 
the Galilee area with a visit to Tabgha, the place of 
seven springs and the feeding of the five thousand. 
Afterwards, we visit the Church of the Beatitudes. 
Continue to Capernaum, here Jesus’ Galilean ministry 
was based, visiting the site of St Peter’s House and 
the early Christian Church. We proceed to Caesarea 
Philippi, with a view of Mount Hermon, passing Tel 
Dan and the Golan Heights followed by a visit to the 
Hermon Springs. We finish today with a visit to Lake 
Ram and the opportunity to purchase lunch at the Druze 
restaurant (at choice). We return to our hotel in the late 
afternoon to relax before dinner in our hotel and time 
for worship. 

Day Ten 
Galilee

After breakfast we visit the ‘Jesus Boat Museum’ 
followed by a visit to the Yardenit Baptismal site where 
we will have the opportunity to renew our baptismal 
vows or for baptism, for those who have not been 
baptised. We return to our hotel for time at leisure. 
Lunch will be at choice today. For those who wish, there 
will be an optional hike around part of the Sea of Galilee 
led by an experience local guide to enjoy the beauty of 
the landscape and to experience the spirituality where 
Jesus primarily ministered. Dinner will be in our hotel 
tonight with time to celebrate Shabbat. 

Day Eleven 
Galilee – Tel Aviv

After breakfast we depart for Tel Aviv passing Magdala, 
the home of Mary Magdalene and proceed to Cana. For 
those who wish, there will be the opportunity to renew 
wedding vows. Afterwards we travel to Nazareth and 
visit the Church of the Annuniciation and the Anglican 
Church. We have lunch (at choice) at the viewpoint near 
Nazareth. This afternoon, we travel along the Jordan 
Valley to Mount Tabor. We ascend to the top by taxi’s 
to the Church of the Transfiguration where we have 
a thanksgiving service. Continue to Tel Aviv where 
we check into our accommodation for dinner and an 
overnight stay.
 
Day Twelve 

Tel Aviv – London Heathrow
After breakfast and time at leisure we depart by coach 
for Tel Aviv Ben Gurion Airport for our afternoon return 
flight to Heathrow.

23rd October - 3rd November
Travel Dates

£1899
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Terms of Payment: Deposit of £300 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than14th August  
2019.

Includes: Scheduled flights with British Airways: 
Heathrow - Tel Aviv - Heathrow. Current UK and Israel 
airport departure taxes. 11-nights accommodation 
in shared twin-bedded rooms* with private facilities 
at: 23rd - 28th Oct, Comboni Sisters. 28th - 30th 
Oct, Eshel Hashomron Hotel. 30th Oct - 2nd Nov, 
Kfar Kinnert. 2nd - 3rd Nov, Hotel Leonardo Beach. 
Meal plan: 11 breakfasts, 1 lunch and 11 dinners. All 
touring and transfers by air-conditioned coach as per 
the itinerary. Boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. Taxis 
up Mount Tabor and return. Entrance fees as per the 
itinerary. Local English-speaking guide/tour manager 
whilst in Israel. Daily Mass in Latin/English at 
churches and other sites in The Holy Land. ATOL and 
ABTA financial protection.
 
*If you select to share a twin room when booking but have no 
one to share with, we will try to pair you up with someone of the 
same gender in the group. However, if there is no one available 
to pair you up with, we will charge you half of the single room 
supplement, as you would have single occupancy of the room.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement a 
£399 per person for 11 nights (limited availability). 
Meals not included (as stated above) and drinks. 
Transfers within the UK. Fuel surcharges if passed 
on by the airline. Gratuities to the guide, driver and 
accommodation staff at $70 per pilgrim.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 
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Journeys of St Paul

Pilgrimage to Greece, Led by Fr Michael Johnston
Day One

London Gatwick – Thessaloniki
We shall fly by British Airways scheduled service from 
Gatwick to Thessaloniki and, on arrival, transfer to 
Capsis Hotel (4-star), for a four-night stay. Thessaloniki 
is the second city of Greece a thriving, modern metropolis 
which is rich in history. The Christian community here 
was among the very first which St Paul established in 
Europe in the late 40s AD and it was to that community 
that he wrote the two letters that are part of the New 
Testament. Dinner will be in our hotel this evening.

Day Two 
Thessaloniki 

This morning we hope to celebrate Mass in the Church 
of the Immaculate Conception. Afterwards we have 
a guided tour of Thessaloniki which will include the 
Basilica of St Demetrius and the city walls built by 
Theodosius in the 4th century AD, the museum and 
remains of Philip II, father of Alexander the Great. 
Dinner will be in our hotel this evening. 

Day Three 
Philippi – Kavala

Today we shall drive to Philippi, where Paul was 
imprisoned. We shall visit the site of the prison where his 
jailer was converted, and the Roman Forum where Paul 

was arrested for his Christian faith, and also the river 
where Lydia was baptised (possibly the first baptism in 
Europe) and the Orthodox Church dedicated to her. We 
shall then drive south to Kavala (Neapolis), the seaport 
where Paul landed in Macedonia. After lunch there will 
be some time free to explore this picturesque town. 
We plan to celebrate Mass in Kavala before returning 
to Thessaloniki. Paul preached in the synagogue of 
Thessaloniki for three Sabbaths and Acts 16 recounts 
that he and Silas were joined by some Jews and also 
by a great many God-fearing Greeks. However, others 
were full of resentment and stirred up a crowd, hoping 
to bring Paul and Silas before the People’s Assembly. 
But Paul and Silas escaped and went to Veria (Berea in 
Acts 17). Return to Thessaloniki in the late afternoon. 
Dinner will be in our hotel this evening. 

Day Four
Boat trip in Athos

After breakfast we depart for Ouranoupoli, an ancient 
city founded in the late 4th century BC. Here we 
embark on a cruise ship for Mount Athos towards the 
southside of the Athos peninsula. We come across 
several monasteries during our cruise. Lunch can be 
purchased on board. We return to Thessaloniki in the 
late afternoon. Mass will be celebrated upon our return 
to Thessaloniki. Dinner will be in our hotel this evening. 

Day Five
Thessaloniki – Athens

We fly to Athens where we settle in at the Cypria Hotel 
(3-star) which is centrally situated just behind the 
Syndigma (Constitution Square), close to the Acropolis 
and Plaka areas and a short walk from the magnificent 
neo-classical Cathedral of St Dionysius, which was 
built by the Bavarian Prince Otto when he became King 
of Greece following the Greek War of Independence. 
Meals in Athens: During our three nights here, two 
evening meals are included in the price and  on our other 
evening in Athens, we are free to experience Greek 
gastronomy in the many restaurants near the hotel or 

Basilica of St Demetrios, Thessaloniki

After his dramatic conversion on the road to Damascus, Paul the Apostle spread the Christian faith 
untiringly throughout the Roman Empire, preaching mainly in synagogues, that Jesus was the Son 
of God. The present-day pilgrim can follow Paul on his missionary journeys, and also on his nal 
journey to Rome to be tried for his life before the Emperor Nero, where he established new Christian 
communities and brought support to existing ones.

“I want you to be aware, Brothers, that the gospel proclaimed by me was not a gospel according 
to man, nor did I receive it from any man, but it came to me through a revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
Galatians 1:11 – 12.
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in the Plaka area. When Paul arrived in Athens, whilst 
waiting for Silas and Timothy, he went to the synagogue 
where he debated with the Jews and the God-fearing 
Greeks. He also went to the market place (Agora) where 
he debated with anyone whom he met. These included a 
few Epicurean and Stoic philosophers who invited him 
to accompany them to the Areopagus (Supreme Court), 
which was sited on a rock adjacent to the Acropolis and 
was named Mars Hill by the Romans. His address, as 
reported in Acts 17, is inscribed at the foot of the rock. 
Few found his preaching of the Resurrection convincing 
but there were some who attached themselves and 
became believers, among them one of the judges, 
Dionysios the Aeropagite, who became a bishop of 
Athens. Mass will be celebrated in the Cathedral of St 
Dionysios. Dinner will be in our hotel this evening.

Day Six 
Athens

We begin the day with a visit to St Dionysios Cathedral. 
We then drive to Mars Hill and on to the Acropolis where 
we have a guided tour of the Parthenon and the other 
monuments. The Acropolis represents the apotheosis of 
artistic development in the 5th century BC, the Golden 
Age of Pericles. From the Acropolis we shall move 
to the magnificent new Parthenon Museum where we 
can refresh ourselves in the elegant café overlooking 
the Acropolis before visiting the exhibits. One floor 
is dedicated to a reconstruction of the frieze of the 
Parthenon. The rest of the day will be free. There is much 
to do and see in Athens. Information will be provided 
about interesting places to visit, including the National 
Archaeological Museum and the Benaki Museum a 
stroll of the area round the hotel has much to offer and 
includes Syndigma, where the tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier is guarded by the Evzones, the shops in Ermou 
Street and the neo classical buildings on Panepistimiou. 
In the early evening we plan to meet in the hotel and to 
take the funicular to the top of Mount Lycavittos, the 
highest point in Athens, where we can take an aperitif 
whilst watching the sun set over the Saronic Gulf. We 
hope to celebrate Mass during the day. A light lunch is 
included today and dinner will be at choice tonight. 

Day Seven 
Athens – Corinth – Athens

Today, we shall make an excursion to the ancient site 
of Corinth where Paul spent eighteen months preaching 
to the Corinthians, and to whom he later wrote the two 
letters that are part of the New Testament. During his 
stay he met with Jewish refugees from Rome. Paul 
sought out two of them, Aquila and Prisca, because they 
were tentmakers like him and they became business 
associates. Aquila and Prisca also became key leaders 
of the young Christian church. Inevitably he offended 
some of the Jewish community who brought him before 

Gallio, the Pro-Consul of the Roman Province of Achaia, 
who refused to hear the charge. On the way to Corinth 
we shall stop in the café adjacent to the Corinth Canal 
for a photo opportunity. We plan to celebrate Mass on 
the site of the ancient city as there is no Catholic Church 
in Corinth. We visit the Temple of Apollo, the Agora and 
the Bema (Tribunal) where Paul was accused. Return to 
Athens in the late afternoon. Dinner will be in our hotel 
this evening. 

Day Eight 
Athens – London Gatwick

On our final morning in Athens, there will be time at 
leisure and our final Mass, before we transfer to Athens 
Airport for our return flight to Gatwick by easyJet. 

Terms of Payment: Deposit of £250 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than 24th July 
2019.

Includes: Scheduled flights on: British Airways: 
Gatwick - Thessaloniki ; Aegean:  Thessaloniki - 
Athens; and easyJet: Athens - Gatwick. Current U.K. 
and Greece airport departure taxes. 23kg luggage 
allowance per person. 7 nights in shared twin or 
double-bedded rooms with private facilities as 
follows: 24th - 28th September at Capsis Hotel (or 
similar), Thessaloniki; and 28th Sept - 1st October at 
Athens Cypria Hotel (or similar), Athens. Meal plan: 7 
breakfasts, 1 light lunch and 6 dinners. All touring and 
transfers by air-conditioned coach as per the itinerary.
Guided tours by fully licensed English-speaking guide 
as per the itinerary. Entrance fees as per the itinerary.
ATOL and ABTA financial protection. Daily Roman 
Catholic Mass in Latin & English in different churches. 

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement at 
£219 per person for 7 nights (limited availability). 
Catering during the flights. Lunches, one dinner, 
drinks and gratuities. Fuel surcharges if passed on by 
the airlines. Transfers weithin the U.K.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

24th September - 1st  October
Travel Dates

£998
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Italy

Pilgrimage to Rome
Day One

London – Rome
Scheduled flight from London or a regional airport to 
Rome. Transfer to our accomodation for a four-night 
stay. Dinner in a local restaurant. We travel to St Peter’s 
Square for our first view of the Vatican. 

Day Two 
St Peter’s – St Paul Outside the Walls – 

Catacombs 
This morning visit St Peter’s Square for a tour of the 
basilica including the Pieta, the crypt, which contains 
the tombs of several popes and ncluding the tomb of the 
late Pope John Paul II. After time for lunch at choice, 
we visit the Basilica of St Paul Without the Walls, built 
over the site of the saint’s martyrdom, then go on to one 
of the catacombs, burial place for the early Christians. 
In the late afternoon we return to our accommodation. 
Dinner will be in a local restaurant. 

Day Three 
Papal Audience – St John Lateran –

Saint Mary Major
This morning we take our seats in St Peter’s Square for 
the weekly Generaly Papal audience (if His Holiness, 
Pope Francis, is in Rome at the time). After lunch 
(included today) our coach and guide take us to three of 
the churches that all pilgrims to Rome must see. We visit 
the Basilica of Saint Mary Major. From here we visit the 
nearby church of S. Pressede (St Praxedes), which is an 
early Christian foundation with some of the finest apse 
mosaics in Rome. We continue to the cathedral of Rome: 
St John Lateran, and afterwards cross the road to see the 
Scala Santa - the steps brought back from Jerusalem by 
Empress Helena in the 4th century and said to be those 
ascended by Christ on his way to Calvary. Dinner will 
be at our own choice tonight. 

Day Four
Rome – London

The morning will be at leisure. There will be an optional 
visit to the Vatican Museums and Sistine Chapel (£19 
extra cost). This afternoon we transfer to the airport for 
our return flight to the UK. 

Terms of Payment: Deposit of £230 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than 10 weeks 
before departure date.

Includes: Return scheduled flights: London - Rome. 
UK and Italy airport departure taxes. Three-nights 
accommodation in shared twin-bedded rooms with 
private facilities. Meal plan: 3 continental breakfasts. 
1 lunch and 2 dinners. Coach transfers from Rome 
Airport to the acommodation and return, and touring 
within Rome. Tickets for the Papal Audience. 
Entrance fees to all churches and sites as listed in the 
Itinerary. Pax Travel Italian-speaking tour manager to 
accompany the group whilst in Italy. ATOL and ABTA 
financial protection.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement from 
£75 for the 3 nights. 2 lunches, 1 dinner and drinks. 
Supplement for flights from regional aiports (please 
contact Pax Travel for prices). Fuel surcharges if 
passed on by the airline. UK transfers. Gratuities to 
hotel staff and coach drivers. City tax. Catering during 
the flights.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

Available for groups throughout 
the year (minimum 6 people)

Travel Dates

from £599

“After I have been to Jerusalem, I must also see Rome” Acts 19-21. Italy 
has an embarrassment of riches to offer the traveller: artistic treasures, 
historical sites, enchanting landscapes and of course good food and wine. 
Unfairly, Italy can also claim to be a pilgrim’s paradise for not only can it 
call itself the cradle of Christianity but throughout history it has given birth 
to a stream of remarkable men and women who have contributed so much 
to the development of the Church. Today we can visit any corner of this 
country and nd both sanctuaries and scenery that inspire us spiritually and 
increase our understanding of our faith.

Rome. By: brunswickian, Flickr (Edit: cropped)
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This pilgrimage offers a new and unique experience 
combining 3 significant spiritual destinations all in the 
Veneto region of Northern Italy: the Shrine of Our Lady 
Queen of Love in Schio, the Convent of St Josephine 
Bakhita in Schio and the city of Verona. The base for the 
6-day trip will be the Shrine of the Regina Dell’Amore, 
the Queen of Love, in the area of San Martino in 
Schio. Set in the foothills of the Dolomite Mountains 
this peaceful and beautiful shrine started from 25th 
March 1985 when a local man called Renato Barron 
reported having apparitions of Our Lady in the small 
10th century church of San Martino. Since then a shrine 
has developed which many tens of thousands of pilgrims 
have now visited. Until his death in 2004 Renato said 
that Mary was coming to Schio as the Queen of Love to 
initiate a movement of renewal in the Church, based in a 
deeper call to understand the immense love of God and 
to become missionaries of love in the world. Many times 
the extraordinary phenomenon of a miraculous perfume 
appeared to confirm the presence of the Madonna. 
The local Church has consented to the presence of the 
shrine whilst its message and fruits are discerned. The 
pilgrimage will also take us to the convent and home 
of the Sudanese Saint Josephine Bakhita. Stolen from 
her home as a child, Bakhita was sold a slave until she 
was released by an Italian family. Eventually joining the 
Canossian sisters in Schio, where for over 40 years she 
lived an exemplary life of forgiveness and charity until 
her death in 1947 and was then canonised in 2000 by St 
John Paul II. St Bakhita has been adopted as the patron 
for all those who work against all forms of trafficking 
and slavery. The pilgrimage will also be visiting Verona: 
Although Verona is famous for being the city of Romeo 
and Juliet, it is much more than that. San Zeno was a 
5th century bishop and the Romanesque church which 
houses the Saint’s relics, is one of the finest of this period 
in Europe.

Fr Martin Plunkett

Day One
Gatwick – Venice – Schio

Midday departure from Gatwick to Venice Marco Polo, 
transfer by coach to Schio where we will head to the 
pilgrims’ guest house called ‘Casa Nazareth’. Dinner 
will be included in a local restaurant. We will then pay 
our first visit to the ’Cenacolo’ or ’Upper Room’, which 
is the Queen of Love chapel situated in the shrine park. 
There we can join the local community for the Monday 
evening Prayer group and Rosary.

Day Two 
Schio 

Today will be spent in the shrine in San Martino and 
the surrounding local areas dedicated to the Regina 
dell’Amore – the Queen of Love. We will celebrate 
Mass at the Cenacolo chapel, followed by a tour of the 
shrine park including the Rosary Way and the life size 
statue scenes of the House of the Holy Family and the 
Grotto of the Nativity. Lunch will be included in a local 
restaurant; the rest of the afternoon will be at leisure. 
For those who wish, in the afternoon there will be the 
opportunity of ascending the Monte di Cristo to follow 
the Via Crucis, Way of the Cross, and visit the places 
where many of the apparition gatherings were. A light 
supper will be served in the guesthouse followed by a 
healing service of prayer and music, with adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament and opportunities for Confession.

Day Three 
Verona

This morning we join our coach for the transfer to Verona, 
to the Basilica of St Anastasia where we celebrate Mass. 
Afterwards we meet our local guide for this morning’s 
guided tour. We will visit some delightful medieval 
squares as well as the famous balcony at Juliet’s home! 
We also visit Romeo’s home, the Piazza dei Signori, San 
Pietro Incarnario and Juliet’s Tomb. Today lunch is at 
choice. There will be some time at leisure before we 
join our coach for the return trip Schio. We will then 
have a light supper in the guesthouse. The group will 
then gather in the Casa Nazareth meeting room to share 
testimonies, reflections and music.

Day Four
Schio

After breakfast and Mass at Casa Nazareth we transfer 
by coach down to the centre of Schio town to visit the 
convent and church of the Canossian sisters there. This 
was the home of St Josephine Bakhita, where she spent 
nearly 40 years of her life. We will be shown around the 
convent, which includes the perfectly preserved cell of 

Pilgrimage to The Veneto Region of Northern Italy   
              Led by Fr Martin Plunkett

Piazza dei Signori, Verona. By: Didier Descouens, Wikimedia Commons
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the Saint and an exhibition of many of her belongings 
and facts related to her life. The sisters will give us a 
talk explaining the events and significance of her life to 
us. We will then have lunch (at our own expense) at a 
restaurant in Schio town centre followed in the afternoon 
by free time in the town. In the late afternoon we will 
transfer back to Casa Nazareth. A light supper will be 
served in the guesthouse followed by Testimonies from 
those who have been living and working in the shrine, 
relating the story of the events there for us, as well as 
providing some musical entertainment.

Day Five
Schio

The last full day in San Martino will be a ‘Retreat‛ day 
to engage more deeply with the message and charis of 
the shrine. In the morning we will follow the Via Crucis 
for those who are able or simply take time to pray in 
the shrine. Lunch is included at a local restaurant. We 
then visit the Casa Annunziata which is the home for 
the elderly and abandoned, which Renato said Our Lady 

asked to be built as an example of Christian love. There 
we will have a meeting with Rita Barron, the widow of 
Renato Barron. Through an interpreter she will explain 
to us her experience since the initial events began there 
in 1985. Finally we will finish our visit there by joining 
the community for Mass. A light supper will be served 
at Casa Nazareth. We finish the day with a service of 
prayer to the Holy Spirit with music, adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, opportunities for Confession and an 
act of Consecration to Our Lady, Queen of Love.

Day Six 
Schio – Venice – Gatwick

This morning we hope to celebrate Mass at Cenacolo, 
followed by a last chance to visit the gift shop and 
the shrine park. Lunch at a local restaurant (at our 
own expense) and time at leisure before transferring 
to Marco Polo Airport for our return flight to the UK, 
arriving Gatwick at 8pm. 

Juliet’s Balcony, Verona. By: Spencer Wright, Flickr
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Terms of Payment: Deposit of £200 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than 28th February 
2019.

Includes: Return scheduled flights with easyJet: 
Gatwick - Venice. Current UK and Italy airport 
departure taxes. 23kg luggage allowance per person. 
5-nights accommodation in shared twin or double-
bedded rooms with private facilities at Casa Nazareth 
(or similar), Schio. Meal plan: 5 breakfasts, 2 lunches 
and 1 dinner in a local restaurant and 4 light suppers 
in the guesthouse. All touring and transfers in Italy 
by air-conditioned coach as per the itinerary. Local 
guided tour by fully licensed English-speaking guide 
in Verona. Pax Travel Italian/English speaking Tour 
Manager to accompany the group whilst in Italy. 
Entrance fees as per the itinerary. Daily Mass at 
different shrines and churches. ATOL and ABTA 
financial protection. 

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement at £60 
per person for the 5 nights (limited availability). 
3 lunches and drinks. Gratuities to guides, coach 
drivers and accommodation staff. Fuel surcharges if 
passed on by the airline. Catering during the flights. 
U.K. transfers.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

29th April - 4th May
Travel Dates

£599

Saint Josephine Bakhita 

Basilica di Santa Anastasia, Verona
By: Didier Descouens, Wikimedia Commons

ITA
LY



16 T: +44 (0)20 7485 3003

Pilgrimage to Padua & Venice, Led by Rev’d Terrance Bell

Day One
Stansted – Treviso Airport

We fly from London Stansted on a scheduled flight 
to Treviso airport. On arrival in Treviso, we meet our 
tour manager and transfer by coach to Padua where we 
check into our hotel, Casa del Pellegrino, located a few 
metres from the Basilica of St Anthony. Dinner will be 
in the hotel.

Day Two 
Padua  

Padua is associated with the Franciscan Saint Anthony 
who lived and died here in the 13th century. This 
morning, we will meet our local guide to visit the great 
Basilica and the Saint’s shrine and the beautiful medieval 
town of Padua. After lunch at choice, we will walk to 
the celebrated Capella degli Scrovegni, decorated with 
what regarded to be some of Giotto’s finest frescoes, for 
a visit. Return to the hotel for dinner.

Day Three
Venice

After an early breakfast, we travel by train to Venice, 
‘La Serenissima’, where traditionally an angel appeared 

to St Mark whilst on his way to Rome and where the 
famous Basilica was constructed to house the relics of 
the Saint. This morning we meet our local guide for a 
tour of St Mark’s Basilica and the surrounding area. 
Lunch is at choice. There will be some free time in 
Venice before we return by train to Padua for dinner 
which will be served in the hotel.

Day Four
Arcella and  Camposampiero

This morning we drive to the church of St Anthony at 
Arcella, a suburb of Padua, to where Anthony was taken 
on a farm wagon, when dying, and where he received 
the last rites from the chaplains of the Poor Clares, and 
passed away serenely. After visiting Arcella, we drive a 
short distance out of Padua to Camposampiero where St 
Anthony spent time in a Franciscan Hermitage, and near 
to where, in the woods, he had a small cell built among 
the branches of a walnut tree, where he would spend 
days in prayer and meditation, and where an apparition 
of St Anthony in ecstasy embracing the infant Jesus took 
place. We then transfer back to Padua. The rest of the 
afternoon will be at leisure for your own explorations. 
Today lunch is at choice and dinner is in the hotel.

Basilica of St Anthony. By: Herbert Frank, Flick
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Day Five
Day at leisure in Venice

After breakfast, we travel by train to Venice. Today is 
at leisure in Venice. You will have the opportunity to 
soak up the unique atmosphere of Venice or visit some 
of the landmarks of the city such as the Rialto Bridge, 
the Bridge of Sighs or one of the many museums. 
Alternatively, you may wish to travel by public waterbus 
to the tiny island of Torcello and visit the Basilica of 
Santa Maria Assunta and admire its beautiful Venetian-
Byzantine mosaics.  We return to Padua by train. Dinner 
will be in the hotel. 

Day Six 
Padua – Treviso Airport 

This morning we join our coach and transfer to Treviso 
Airport for our return flight.
 

Terms of Payment: Deposit of £250 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than 10 weeks 
before the departure date.

Includes: Return scheduled flights: Stansted - 
Treviso, Treviso - London. U.K. and Italy airport 
departure taxes. 5-nights accommodation in shared 
twin-bedded rooms with private facilities as follows: 
8th – 13th May Hotel Casa del Pellegrino (or similar), 
Padua. Meal plan: 5 breakfasts and 5 dinners. Transfers 
by air-conditioned coach as per the itinerary. 2 half day 
walking guided tours as follows: Padua and Venice. 2 
return train tickets to Venice. Pre-booked timed entry 
at the Scrovegni Chapel in Padua. Pax Travel Italian-
speaking tour manager to accompany the group while 
in Italy. ATOL and ABTA financial protection.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement at £80 
per person for the 5 nights (limited availability). 
Lunches and drinks. City tax in Padua. Waterbus 
tickets in Venice. Fuel surcharges if passed on by the 
airline. Transfers within the U.K. Gratuities to drivers, 
hotel staff and restaurants. Catering during the flights.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

8th May - 13th May
Travel Dates

£849

Basilica San Marco. By: Gary Ullah, Wikimedia Commons
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Day One
Bristol – Catania

Our 17:50 easyJet  flight EZY6173 arrives at Catania 
Airport.  Meet our Pax Travel Tour Manager for our 
coach transfer to our accommodation – Best Western 
Hotel Mediterraneo (or similar). Dinner will be included 
in the hotel or a local restaurant on each night of our 
stay.

Day Two 
Catania 

This morning we will have a walking guided tour of 
Catania, including the 11th century Cathedral dedicated 
to St Agatha. Lunch is at choice and the rest of the day 
is at leisure. The Eucharist will be celebrated during the 
course of the day.

Day Three 
Syracuse 

This morning we transfer to the Archaeological Park 
in Syracuse to meet our local guide, for today’s guided 
tour. After we have been guided around Syracuse 
we continue by coach for the transfer to Ortygia, the 
ancient district of Syracuse, where we will finish our 
tour. Lunch is at choice. After lunch we regroup and 
walk to the beautiful ruins of the Norman church of St 
John, on the traditional place where St Paul is said to 
have preached to the people of Syracuse, there will also 
be an opportunity to visit the crypts on the site of the 
martyrdom of St Marcian and surrounding Christian 
Catacombs.  Transfer back to Catania.

Day Four
Noto – Ragusa – Scicli

Today we will be visiting Noto, Ragusa and Scicli, to 

visit some of the sites seen in the BBC4 detective series 
“Montalbano”.  Our first stop is Noto where there will 
be a short time at leisure to explore before transferring to 
Ragusa. Many of the “Vigata” scenes are filmed in and 
around Ragusa’s Piazza Duomo which is overlooked by 
the Cathedral of San Giorgio. Montalbano is also known 
for his love of food and is a lunch time regular of the 
fictional “Trattoria San Calogero”, which in real life is 
Trattoria La Rusticana (Corso XXV Aprile) perhaps a 
nice spot to grab some lunch! Transfer back to Catania 
in the afternoon.

Day Five
Catania – Day at Leisure

Today is at leisure, you will have free time to explore 
Catania and the surrounding areas.

Day Six
Catania – Palermo

Coach departs for Palermo. On the way we make a lunch 
stop at Enna. Enna is in the heart of Sicily and features 
a beautiful Duomo, which after being destroyed in 1446 
by a fire, has been rebuilt and still features original 
ruins in places. After some time for lunch at choice we 
join our coach and transfer to our accommodation in 
Palermo – Best Western Ai Cavalieri Hotel, Palermo. 
The Eucharist will be celebrated during the course of 
the day.

Day Seven
Palermo

This morning we start our exploration of this fascinating 
city on foot, which lies in the spectacular position by the 
sea and overlooked by Monte Pellegrino. The Quattro 
Canti linking the main arteries of the city is considered 
to be its centre and is a convenient place from which to 
visit the historic area. From here it is a short walk to the 
cathedral. Nearer to the Quattro Canti is the lovely area 
of the Piazza Pretoria with its impressive and elaborate 
16th century fountain. From here you follow on into the 
next square, where in an exotic palm garden are two 
exquisite churches. La Martorana (which is its nickname 
taken from the name of the founder) was founded 
in 1143 and became home to the nuns who are now 
famous for having started the production of marzipan 
fruits, which are sold all over Sicily. Just next door to 
La Martorana is the church of San Cataldo, which is 
distinctive for its red cupolas and dates from the same 
period as La Martorana but is designed in a much purer, 
more severe, Romanesque style but still with obvious 
Arabic influences. Lunch will be at choice and the rest 
of the day will be at leisure in Palermo.

Pilgrimage to Sicily, Led by Bishop Martin Shaw

Monreale, Sicily. By: Jerome Bon, Flickr
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Day Eight
Cefalu

We join our coach for our drive along the coast 
to the lovely resort of Cefalu, which offers both a 
pleasant promenade by the beach and a fascinating 
medieval quarter. On arrival we make our way to the 
Magnificent Cathedral for a guided tour. We will see 
the striking mosaic in the apse of ‘Christ Pantocrator’ 
which unusually for Byzantine art, features the human 
nature of Christ, looking out onto the world with a 
compassionate and gentle expression, we will also have 
the chance to visit the Cloisters during our tour. The rest 
of the afternoon is at leisure to explore this stunning 
town. Early evening dinner in Cefalu before we transfer 
back to Palermo.

Day Nine
Monreale – Segesta

This morning we drive to Monreale, which was created 
by one man, King William II because this site was 
revealed to him in a dream by the Virgin Mary. On 
arrival we begin our guided tour at the Cathedral; the 
most impressive aspect of the building has to be the 
mosaic decoration. We also visit the second wonder of 
Monreale, the cloister garden, which used to form part 
of the Benedictine complex. We have a break for lunch, 
which is at choice. This afternoon we join our coach 
and transfer to Segesta and visit to the Greek temple, 
once known as Egesta (before the Romans added the 
‘S’), which stands proudly alone in a majestic setting 
against a backdrop of hills. Return by coach to our hotel.

Day Ten
Erice – Marsala 

Coach departs for Erice, set high above sea level with 
stunning views. There will be some free time here 
before we join our coach and transfer to the Trattoria 
del Sale, near to Trapani, for lunch (which will be in 
place of tonight’s evening meal). There will also be the 
opportunity to visit the salt museum set in the old salt 
mills. After lunch we transfer by coach to Marsala for 
a tour and special wine tasting at the ‘Cantine Florio’.  
After our tour we return to Palermo in the evening.

Day Eleven
Palermo

Today is at leisure, you will have free time to explore 
Palermo and the surrounding areas.

Day Twelve
Palermo – Catania

Morning at leisure, lunch is at choice. Coach departs 
from the hotel for Catania Airport. A comfort stop will 
be made en route. 18:30 easyJet flight EZY6174 departs 
for Bristol Airport.

10th - 21st September
Travel Dates

£1699
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Terms of Payment: Deposit of £250 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than 10 weeks 
before the departure date.

Includes: Return scheduled flights on easyJet: 
Bristol –Catania - Bristol. UK and Italy airport 
departure taxes. 23kg luggage allowance per person. 
11 nights accommodation in shared twin and single 
rooms with private facilities as follows: 10th - 15th 
September at Best Western Hotel Mediterraneo (or 
similar), Catania.
15th – 21st September at Best Western Ai Cavalieri 
Hotel (or similar), Palermo. Meal plan: 11 continental 
breakfasts and 1 lunch and 10 dinners. Excursions 
by air-conditioned coach and entrance fees as per the 
itinerary. Pax Travel Italian-speaking tour manager 
to accompany the group whilst in Sicily. 5 half day 
guided tours (1 Catania and in 1 Siracusa, 1 Palermo 
and 1 in Monreale, 1 Cefalu). Marsala vineyard tour 
and tasting. Entrance fees included as per itinerary. 
ATOL and ABTA financial protection. Religious 
services. 

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single rooms supplement at 
£329 per person for eleven nights (limited availability). 
Fuel surcharges if passed on by the airline. UK 
transfers. 10 Lunches, 1 dinner and drinks. City Tax in 
Palermo and Catania.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 
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Pilgrimage to Assisi & The Land of St Francis

Day One
Manchester – Rome – Assisi

Travel to Rome by scheduled flights from Manchester. 
On arrival transfer by coach to our hotel - located within 
the old town of Assisi, just few metres from the Basilica 
of St Francis – for a seven-night stay. Dinner will be in 
the hotel.

Day Two 
Assisi  

Breakfast in the hotel. This morning there will be the 
opportunity to attend the Sunday public Masses taking 
place in Assisi (Edith Pearson will be able to provide 
you with the different times). You may wish to attend 
Mass in English at nine o’clock in the Basilica of St 
Francis. Lunch is at choice. This afternoon we meet our 
local guide for a walking guided tour of the old town. 
Dinner will be in the hotel.

Day Three
Assisi

After breakfast we walk to the Lower Basilica of St 
Francis to meet one of the resident Franciscan friars for 
a guided tour of the Basilica which will also include the 
Upper Basilica and the Crypt where St Francis is buried.
This morning we also hope to celebrate Mass. Lunch is 
at choice and the rest of the afternoon at leisure. Dinner 
in the hotel.

Day Four
La Verna – Assisi

Breakfast in the hotel. This morning we transfer by 
coach to the Sanctuary of La Verna to attend the Solemn 
Mass. Today lunch at La Melosa restaurant is included. 
This afternoon we have time at leisure to give the 
opportunity, to those who wish, to join in the procession 
marking the occasion of Stigmata. Return by coach to 
Assisi. Dinner this evening is at choice.

Day Five
San Damiano – Assisi

This morning we travel by taxi to the Hermitage, which 
was a place of retreat and meditation for Francis. The 
taxis will wait for about forty minutes before driving 
down to San Damiano, where St Francis received the 
message from the Crucifix to repair God’s church and 
where, later, St Clare founded her community. From 
here the taxis will take us to La Rocca from where we 
walk back to our hotel. Lunch is at choice and the rest of 
the day is at leisure. Dinner in the hotel.
 
Day Six

Greccio – Assisi
Breakfast in the hotel. This morning we will travel by 
coach to the Sanctuary of Poggio Bustone before we 
continue to the Sanctuary of Greccio. Time permitting, 
on the way to Greccio we will make a stop at the 
sanctuary of Fonte Colombo for a visit. Today lunch 
is included at the Belvedere restaurant in the town of 
Greccio. We then return by coach to Assisi. Dinner 
tonight is at choice.

Day Seven
 Assisi

Breakfast in the hotel. Today we will travel by taxi to 
the Sanctuary of the Rivotorto, the first house of the 
Franciscan order. We then continue to the Basilica of 
Santa Maria degli Angeli where we visit the Porziuncola, 
St Francis’ original tiny chapel, which marks the site 
where St Francis died. Today we also hope to visit the 
small chapel in Bastia, where Clare was taken after 
joining the Order, and San Angelo in Panzo where Clare 
was joined by her sister Catherine (St Agnus). Lunch 
is at choice and the rest of the afternoon is at leisure. 
Dinner in the hotel.

Basilica of St Francis of Assisi. By: Andy Hay 
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Day Eight
Assisi – Rome – Manchester

Breakfast in the hotel. Today we leave Assisi and drive 
to Rome Fiumicino Airport where we check in for our 
return flight Manchester.

Terms of Payment: Deposit of £200 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than 10 weeks 
before the departure date.

Includes: Return scheduled flights: Manchester - 
Rome - Manchester. U.K. and Italy airport departure 
taxes.  7-nights accommodation in shared twin-bedded 
rooms with private facilities as follows: 14th – 21st 
September 2019 at the Hotel San Giacomo, Assisi 
(or similar). Meal plan: 7 breakfasts, 5 dinners and 1 
lunch in La Verna and 1 lunch in Greccio. Coach and 
taxi transfers as per the itinerary. 1 half day walking 
guided tour in Assisi. Guided tour of the Basilica of St 
Francis. Entrance fees to the Basilica of St Francis in 
Assisi. ATOL and ABTA financial protection.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement at 
£130 per person for 7 nights (limited avaliability). 
City tax in Assisi. Lunches and drinks. Gratuities to 
drivers, hotel staff and restaurants. Fuel surcharges if 
passed on by the airlines. Transfers within the U.K. 
Catering during the flights.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

14th - 21st September
Travel Dates

£999

Assisi, Basilica Superiore 

Assisi, Basilica Inferiore. By: Dennis Jarvis  (Edit: cropped)
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A Pilgrimage to The Glories of Byzantium in Sicily   
                     Led by Fr Kevin Moule
Day One

Luton – Palermo
Scheduled flight on easyJet from London Luton to 
Palermo. On arrival, transfer by coach to the our 
accommodation in Palermo, where we check in for 
a two-night stay. We advise purchasing something 
at the airport or close to the hotel for a quick bite for 
lunch. This afternoon we start our exploration of this 
fascinating city on foot, which lies in the spectacular 
position by the sea and overlooked by Monte Pellegrino, 
which rises to a height of nearly 2,000 feet. Palermo was 
a relatively unimportant town until the Arab invasion 
in 831AD, which marked the start of a golden age, 
reaching its climax under the Norman king, Roger I. 
Although Palermo remained a centre for the various 
ruling houses, evidence of which can be seen in the 
many large houses (Palazzi) which line the streets of 
Palermo, the city fell into decline and areas of it still 
appear decrepit and rundown. The Quattro Canti linking 
the main arteries of the city is considered to be its centre 
and is a convenient place from which to visit the historic 
area. From here it is a short walk to the cathedral, which 
with its mixture of architectural styles sums up the 
jigsaw puzzle of Palermo’s past. Nearer to the Quattro 
Canti is the lovely area of the Piazza Pretoria with its 
impressive and elaborate 16th century fountain. From 
here you follow on into the next square, where in an 
exotic palm garden are two exquisite churches. La 
Martorana (which is its nickname taken from the name 
of the founder) was founded in 1143 and became home 
to the nuns who are now famous for having started the 
production of marzipan fruits, which are sold all over 
Sicily. Just next door to La Martorana is the church of 
San Cataldo, which is distinctive for its red cupolas 
and dates from the same period as La Martorana but is 
designed in a much purer, more severe, Romanesque 
style but still with obvious Arabic influences. We hope 
to celebrate Mass during the course of the day. Dinner 
will be included at our hotel on each night of our stay.

Day Two 
Monreale – Palermo 

After breakfast we leave Palermo by coach to travel 
outside the city to Monte Pellegrino to visit the Sanctuary 
of Santa Rosalia, (the Patron Saint of Palermo) where 
we hope to celebrate Mass. Afterwards we continue 
on to Monreale, which was created by one man, King 
William II because this site was revealed to him in a 
dream by the Virgin Mary. The most impressive aspect 
of the building has to be the mosaic decorations, which 
cover over 6,340 metres, 2,000 more than in St. Mark’s 
in Venice! Adjoining the cathedral is the second wonder 

of Monreale, the cloister garden, which used to form 
part of the Benedictine complex. We return to Palermo 
in the late afternoon, where we hope to visit the Capella 
Palatina Sancti Petri Apostoli, before it closes at 5pm. 
This is one of the gems of Palermo.

Day Three 
Cefalu

This morning we drive along the coast to the lovely 
resort of Cefalu, which offers both a pleasant promenade 
by the beach and a fascinating medieval quarter. Roger 
II established a town down by the coast in the twelfth 
century with, at its centre, another magnificent cathedral, 
where we hope to celebrate Mass. It is said he had it built 
in thanks for arriving safely after having been caught 
in a storm at sea. The striking feature of the interior is 
the mosaic in the apse of ‘Christ Pantocrator’, which, 
unusually for Byzantine art, features the human nature 
of Christ, looking out at the world with a compassionate 
and gentle expression. What remains of the once 
magnificent cloisters has recently been reopened and 
demonstrates much of the skill and mastery that you 
find in Monreale. Lunch is at choice. This afternoon 
we join our coach and transfer to our accommodation 
in Catania (approx. 3 hours) where we will check in to 
the Hotel Sheraton Catania (or similar) for a three-night 
stay. Dinner will be included at our hotel on each night 
of our stay.

Day Four
Catania  

After breakfast we drive to the Piazza Del Duomo,in 
the centre of the city. The highlight is the Cathedral of 
Saint Agatha,the patron Saint of Catania. It was built in 
the 11th century by the Norman King Roger. We hope 
to celebrate Mass here, after which we visit the nearby 
abbey church of Badia di Sant’Agata. There will be some 
time to browse, shop or have lunch in the Via Etnea (yes, 
so-called because it affords a great view of Mt Etna!). 
This afternoon we drive approx. seven miles out of the 
city to the Sanctuary of the Madonna of Valverde, where 
we have the opportunity for private devotions before 
returning to Catania. Dinner this evening is at choice.

Day Five
Syracuse

We drive to Syracuse, which rivalled Athens as the 
largest and most beautiful city in the Greek world. 
Syracuse claims to be the second church founded by 
St. Peter, after that of Antioch. It was here that St. Paul 
came to preach for the Christian communities whilst 
on his way to martyrdom in Rome. Visit the town of 
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Ortygia, the Duomo, the Fonte Aretusa, the ancient well 
where Nelson watered his fleet before the battle of the 
Nile; The catacombs of St. Giovanni which show that 
Christianity flourished here in the 2nd century. Our 
final visit will be to the Sanctuary of the Madonna Del 
Lacrime with its amazing modern church. Mass will 
be celebrated during the course of the day. Return to 
Catania for the final evening of our pilgrimage.

Day Six 
Catania – Luton

We drive to Catania airport for the return flight to 
London Luton.

Terms of Payment: Deposit of £250 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than 10 weeks 
before the departure date.

Includes: Scheduled flights on easyJet: Luton 
to Palermo/Catania to Luton. UK and Italy airport 
departure taxes. 23kg luggage per person. 5 nights 
accommodation in shared twin rooms with private 
facilities as follows: 17th - 19th September at Ibis 
Styles Palermo (or similar). 19th - 22nd September 
at Sheraton Catania (or similar), Catania. 5 
Continental breakfasts, and 4 dinners. Excursions by 
air-conditioned coach and entrance fees as per the 
itinerary. Pax Travel Italian speaking tour manager 
to accompany the group whilst in Sicily. 4 half day 
guided tours (1 Palermo, 1 Monreale, 1 Catania, and 
1 Siracusa). ATOL and ABTA financial protection. 
Religious services arranged on request. 

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement at 
£140 per person for the 5 nights (limited availability). 
Lunches, and drinks. Fuel surcharges if passed on 
by the airline. Transfers within the U.K. City tax in 
Palermo and Catania. Catering during the flights.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

17th - 22nd September
Travel Dates

£899

Cefalu. By: Andrea Schaffer, Flickr

Palermo. By: Rolf Dietrich Brecher, Flickr (Edit: cropped)

Syracuse. By: Jerome Bon, Flickr
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France

Pilgrimage to Lourdes, Led by Fr Michael Johnston
Day One

London Gatwick – Toulouse – Lourdes
EasyJet flight departs from Gatwick North Terminal at 
8:40am (Flight schedules have yet to be published - flight 
times are subject to change). From Toulouse Airport we 
transfer together by private coach to Lourdes, where 
we check in to our hotel, the centrally-located Hotel 
Stella, for dinner and a four-night stay. There will be an 
informal walk to the grotto, where we will say prayers 
for the intentions of our pilgrimage.
Included meal: dinner.

Day Two 
Lourdes 

After breakfast we have a guided visit to places 
associated with Bernadette Soubirous, including maison 
paternelle (family home), Le Cachot (The Lock-up) and 
the Parish Church. This afternoon we walk and pray at 
the Stations of the Cross. After dinner we are welcome 
to take part in the Torchlight Procession.
Included meals: breakfast, lunch, dinner.

Day Three 
Lourdes

This morning we will attend the International Mass in 
the underground Basilica. In the afternoon there will 
be some free time before we take part in the Blessed 
Sacrament Procession and in the evening we participate 
in the Torchlight Procession. For those who wish, the 
baths in Lourdes are open from 2pm - 6pm.
Included meals: breakfast, lunch, dinner.

Day Four
Bartres – Lourdes

This morning we travel to the small village of Bartres 
for time at leisure and Mass. Late morning, we return to 
Lourdes. After lunch, we are invited to take part in the 
Blessed Sacrament procession and healing of the sick. 
We will visit the Prairie, situated opposite the grotto, 
to pray the Rosary, appealing to Mary the Mother of 

God for our society to become more aware of what it is 
damaging and in danger of destroying. After dinner we 
are welcome to take part in the Torchlight Procession.
Included meals: breakfast, lunch, dinner.

Day Five
Lourdes – Toulouse – London Gatwick

This morning we celebrate Mass. The rest of the 
morning will be at leisure. Transfer to Toulouse for our 
return flight, arriving at Gatwick North Terminal at 7pm 
(Flight schedules have yet to be published - flight times 
are subject to change). 
Included meal: breakfast.

Upper Basilica, Lourdes. By: bvi4092, Flickr

Pilgrimage in France may immediately bring to mind Lourdes and St 
Bernadette but nearer to home are regions which boast both saints and 
medieval cathedrals, whilst offering the full range of France’s culinary 
and cultural attractions.

“Each small task of everyday life is part of the total harmony of the uni-
verse.” Thérèse of Lisieux.

Lourdes Basilica. By: Roland Darré, Wikimedia Commons
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Terms of Payment: Deposit of £200 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than 27th March 
2019.

Includes: Scheduled easyJet flights: Gatwick - 
Toulouse; Dep 08:40 and Arr 11:30 and Toulouse - 
Gatwick; Dep 18:05 and Arr 19:00. (Flight schedules 
have yet to be published - flight times are subject 
to change). One piece of check-in luggage up to 
23kg.  Current U.K. and France airport departure 
taxes. All touring and transfers as per the itinerary. 
Accommodation in a shared twin-bedded room with 
private facilities at Hotel Stella (three stars. http://
www.hotelstellalourdes.fr), Lourdes. Mass will be 
celebrated each day. Entrance fees as per the itinerary. 
Half-day guided visit. Half-day trip to Bartres. Meal 
package: 4 breakfasts, 3 lunches, and 4 dinners.  ATOL 
and ABTA financial protection.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax 
Travel for more information). Single room (limited 
availability) supplement at £88 per person for four 
nights. Catering during the flights. Meals apart 
from those mentioned in the itinerary. Drinks. Fuel 
surcharges if passed on by the airline. Gratuities. 
Transfers within the U.K. 

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

27th - 31st May
Travel Dates

£599

Lourdes Basilica. By: Roland Darré, WIkimedia Commons
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Day One
London Stansted – Toulouse – Lourdes

Our flight from Stansted to Lourdes departs at 13:10. 
Upon arrival, we transfer by coach to the town, where 
we check in to our hotel, the centrally-located Hotel 
Stella, for dinner and a four-night stay. After dinner 
there will be an informal walk to the grotto, where we 
will say prayers for the intentions of our pilgrimage. 
Included meal: dinner. 

Day Two 
Lourdes 

After breakfast we take the coach to Cité St Pierre 
where we will have Mass and will be shown around. 
The purpose of La Cité St Pierre, situated on the 
beautiful hillside just above Lourdes, is to provide 
accommodation for those unable to stay in a hotel. La 
Cité St Pierre also welcomes all who come to Lourdes to 
experience the peace and message of Lourdes through 
a variety of symbolic features. Also, this afternoon we 
walk and pray at the lower Stations of the Cross. After 
dinner we are welcome to take part in the Torchlight 
Procession. Included meals: breakfast, lunch, dinner. 

Day Three 
Lourdes

This morning we will travel to Hosanna House for a visit 
and Mass. Afterwards, we travel to the small village of 
Bartres for time at leisure and lunch in a local restaurant. 
After lunch we return to Lourdes where the rest of the 
afternoon will be free to explore. We are invited to take 
part in the Blessed Sacrament procession. After dinner, 
we will visit the Prairie, situated opposite the grotto, 
to pray the Rosary, appealing to Mary the Mother of 
God for our society to become more aware of what it is 
damaging and in danger of destroying. Included meals: 
breakfast, lunch, dinner. 

Day Four
Bartres – Lourdes

This morning we will attend the Feast Day Mass in the 
underground Basilica or in the open air. In the afternoon 
there will be some free time before we take part in the 
Blessed Sacrament Procession and in the evening we 
participate in the Torchlight Procession. Included meals: 
breakfast, lunch, dinner. 

Day Five
Lourdes – London Stansted

After breakfast we celebrate our final Mass at the chapel 
of the St Frei Hospital and have the morning at leisure 
before transferring to Lourdes Airport for our return 
flight, arriving at Stansted Airport at 18:35. Included 
meal: breakfast. 

A Pro Life Pilgrimage to Lourdes       
          Led by Bishop John Rawsthorne

Terms of Payment: Deposit of £200 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than 12th June 
2019.

Includes: Ryanair scheduled flights: Stansted - 
Lourdes - Stansted. One piece of check-in luggage up 
to 20 kg per person. Current (as of November 2018) 
U.K. and France airport departure taxes. All touring 
and transfers in France, as per the itinerary. Four 
night’s accommodation in a shared twin-bedded room 
with private facilities at Hotel Stella (three stars. http://
www.hotelstellalourdes.fr), Lourdes. Mass will be 
celebrated each day. Pax Travel Tour Manager, Tony 
Waring, to accompany the group. Entrance fees as per 
the itinerary. Half-day trip to Bartres. Meal package: 
four breakfasts, three lunches, four dinners. ATOL and 
ABTA financial protection.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax 
Travel for more information). Single room (limited 
availability) supplement at £92 per person for four 
nights. Catering during the flights. Meals apart 
from those mentioned in the itinerary. Drinks. Fuel 
surcharges if passed on by the airlines. Gratuities. 
Transfers within the U.K. 

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

12th - 16st August
Travel Dates

£679
Lourdes Basilica. By: bvi4092, Flickr
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Spain & Portugal

A Walking Pilgrimage along the Portuguese Route to 
Santiago. Led by Fr Norbert Fernandes
There are two traditional routes to Compostela 
from Portugal, dating from medieval times, and the 
reconquest of Portuguese territory by the Kings of Leon 
and Austurias after several invasions by the Moors. 
Invocation was made to the apostle St James, described 
as Miles Christi, as well as Matamoros. The devotion 
to St James in Portugal is widespread even today. Our 
pilgrimage joins the Portuguese road as it enters Galicia 
along the banks of the River Mino, via the historic city 
of Tui, continuing to Santiago through Redondela, 
which contains a 12th century parish church dedicated 
to St James, and Pontevedra (Latin Pons Veteris, “Old 
Bridge”) where we find the sanctuary of La Peregrina 
(The Pilgrim Virgin) which contains a structure in the 
form of a scallop-shell. The route continues via Iria 
Flavia, where the remains of St James were found by 
Bishop Theodomirus in the 19th century, and Padron, 
where the Apostle’s body was brought ashore. The last 
leg of the pilgrimage is short, merely a twenty kilometre 
walk to Santiago de Compostela but this does not mean 
the end of our journey. Why not work out this enigma 
for yourself!

Day One
London City Airport – Lisbon – Tui

Scheduled flight by TAP Portugal to Lisbon from 
London City Airport departing at 10:10am. Transfer 
by road to the picturesque town of Tui in Spain, one 
of the seven ancient capitals of Galicia, and important 

stopping point on the Portuguese Route to Santiago. 
After checking into our hotel for a two-night stay, we 
visit the 13th century Cathedral of Santa Maria, where 
we hope to celebrate Mass. 

Day Two 
O Porrino – Redondela – 15.5km  

We start our pilgrimage by walking along the Louro 
Valley. There is an uphill climb to start with, to the 
Chapel of Santiaguino de Antas (Little St James). After 
a short rest, we continue through a pine forest, to a high 
point at Chan de Pipas. Enjoy the wonderful view over 
the Ria de Vigo, before walking down to our next stop, 
the town of Redondela, where we there are two churches 
dedicated to St James. From here we drive back to our 
hotel in Tui. We are welcome, if there is time, to visit the 
Convent of San Francesco, and the Pilgrims’ Hospital. 

Day Three 
Redondela – Pontevedra – 20.2km 

We start today’s walk in Redondela, and go past the 
Chapel of Santa Marina, and a railway bridge, into a 
pine forest, then climbing to Alto da Lomba with another 
breathtaking view over the Ria de Vigo. Descend to 
the village of Setefontes and on to the town of Arcade, 
famous for its oysters! After a short rest here, we cross 
the bridge over the River Verdugo, where Napoleon’s 
army suffered one of its biggest defeats, during the War 
of Independence. We now walk along one of the most 
picturesque stretches of the Portuguese Route. Cross 
the cobbled streets of Pontesampaio and pass the 13th 
century Church of Santa Maria. Enjoy the wonderful 
views of the Bay of Vigo. We continue to follow the 
old track through farmland almost as far as the town of 
Pontevedra where we check into our hotel for a three-
night stay.

Day Four 
Pontevedra – Caldas De Reis – 22km 

Pontevedra is an elegant city, where we are spending 
three nights during our walking pilgrimage. The Virgen 

Santiago de Compostela. By Jose Luis Cernadas Iglesias, Flickr

Religion has played a great part in the Iberian Peninsula’s chequered history and has 
also been the source of movements that have had a profound effect on the Christian 
world. This part of Europe may be principally known for its beaches and resorts but 
there is a fascinating hinterland full of history and rich in culture, relatively unknown to 
tourists that provides truly interesting and memorable itineraries. “The way of St James 
is ne but narrow, as narrow as the path of salvation. That path is the shunning of vice, 
the morti cation of the esh, and increasing of virtue.” Taken from the Liber Sancti Jacobi 
(The Veneranda Dies). 

Approaching Salamanca Cathedral. By: Steve Slater, Flickr
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La Peregrina is the Patroness of the city and we start our 
walk at her church, contructed in the shape of a scallop. 
We leave the city and walk to the village of Barro, 
and also the village of Ponte Cabras, which contains 
the beautiful rectory of Santa Maria De Alba. Spot the 
statue of St James (with walking stick) at Lombo Da 
Maceira. After passing the hamlet of Tivo, we arrive at 
the town of Caldas De Reis from where we drive back 
to Pontevedra. 

Day Five 
Caldas De Reis – Padron – 19.1km 

Drive back to Caldas De Reis, a spa town. Starting from 
the church of Santa Maria, we cross the River Umia, 
and see the hot springs after which Caldas De Reis is 
named. The patron saint of the city is San Roque (Saint 
Roch). Today provides us with more forests, two hills 
and three rivers to cross. Amongst the places we pass 
through are the villages of Cruceiro and Santa Marina. 
We pass through beautiful scenery along the route, again 
making our way through pine forests to Padron (Ancient 
Iria Flavia), where the disciples of St James are reported 
to have landed with the Apostle’s body. Drive back to 
Pontevedra for the night. 

Day Six 
Padron – Teo – 10.8km 

We celebrate Sunday Mass in Padron, before we start 
our shorter day’s walk (about 2.5 hours). We pass the 
Colegiade de Santa Maria de Ira Flavia, the ancient seat 
of the Bishopric, before it moved to Santiago itself. 
We follow the N550 road through several villages until 
we reach the sanctuary of Our Lady of Escravitude. 
We arrive at the village of Teo, where we transfer by 
coach to our mystery 4-star hotel for an overnight stay. 

Day Seven 
Teo – Santiago – 14.8km 

Today is our last walking day. We pass through one of 
the most picturesque stretches of the Camino, crossing 
the River Tinto, near to the ruins of a Roman fort, Castro 
Lupario. We see some of the oldest wayside crosses, 
and pass by Agro dos Monteiros, from where we can 
get our first distant view of Santiago de Compostela, 
and the spires of the Cathedral and other churches. Walk 
downhill from here, cross the railway line and the River 
Sar, to Alameda da Ferredura, and the Faxeira Gate, 
which served as the entrance for the Portuguese Route 
into the City of Santiago. We walk to our hotel, which 
is very close to the old city, for a two-night stay. We 
make our first visit to the great cathedral this evening. 

Day Eight 
Santiago de Compostela 

This morning we meet our local guide for a tour of 
the Cathedral and its surroundings. The cathedral has 

an amazing baroque facade hiding the much earlier 
Romanesque building, it stands on the site where in 
the 8th century, it is thought the Tomb of St James was 
discovered. You must not miss the chance to touch the 
great figure of St James behind the High Altar. You will 
also have the opportunity to attend the Pilgrims’ Mass 
here, but make sure you are there one hour before the 
Mass starts if you want to get seats. Lunch will be of 
your own choice with the afternoon free. A real treat 
could be to have a cup of tea or something stronger in the 
bar of the 5-star Parador, Hotel Los Reyes Catholicos. 

Day Nine 
Santiago – Porto – London City Airport 

We depart Santiago and head to Porto Airport in 
Portugal for our 12:05 departure by TAP Portugal 
to London City Airport, arriving at 2:20pm. 

Terms of Payment: Please note, this tour is full, 
waiting list only. Deposit of £250 per person, with a 
completed booking form. The balance payment to be 
received by Pax Travel no later than 25th March 2019.

Includes: TAP Portugal scheduled flights: London 
City - Lisbon Porto - London City. Current U.K. and 
Portugal airport departure taxes. 1 piece of checked 
in luggage. 8-nights accommodation in shared 
twin-bedded rooms* with private facilities in 3 or 
4-star hotels: 25th - 27th May, Tui. 27th - 30th May, 
Pontevedra. 30th - 31st May, Caldas de Reis. 31st 
May - 2nd June, Santiago de Compostela. Meal plan: 
8 breakfasts and 8 dinners. All touring and transfers 
by air-conditioned coach. Entrance fees appropriate 
to the itinerary. Guided tours by fully licensed local 
English-speaking guides: half-day in Santiago on 8th 
May. ATOL and ABTA financial protection.

*If you select to share a twin room when booking but have no one 
to share with, we will try to pair you up with someone of the same 
gender in the group. However, if there is no one available to pair 
you up with we will charge a supplement of £90 as you would 
have single occupancy of the rooms.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). · Single room supplement at 
£179 for 8 nights (limited availability). Lunches and 
drinks. Gratuities. Fuel surcharges if passed on by the 
airline. U.K. transfers.  

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

25th May - 2st June
Travel Dates

£929
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A Pilgrimage in the Footsteps of St Teresa of Avila and 
St  John of the Cross, Led by Fr Andrew Gallagher

Day One
Gatwick – Madrid – Avila

Scheduled flight by easyJet from Gatwick to Madrid. 
On arrival, transfer by coach to our hotel situated within 
the walls of the medieval city of Avila. Dinner on each 
evening of our four-night stay in Avila will be in the 
hotel or in a local restaurant.

Day Two 
Avila 

Avila was the birthplace of St Teresa, whose legacy is 
everywhere in the beautiful town, which is also renowned 
as the home of contemporary mysticism. We will be 
able to see the town as St Teresa would have known it, 
including the Convent de la Santa, built over the site of 
her birthplace, and the Convent of St Joseph, the first 
one founded by St Teresa. This convent of Discalced 
Carmelites was dedicated to St Joseph because Teresa 
had a great devotion to him. Mass will be celebrated 
during the morning. Lunch will be at leisure. Later in 
the afternoon we visit the Convent of the Incarnation 
just north of Avila (outside the walls) where Teresa lived 
for 27 years, and where she was prioress when St John 
of the Cross was Confessor, between 1572 - 1576.

Day Three 
Salamanca – Alba de Tormes

This morning we drive to Salamanca, a university town 
with a history as ancient as Oxford or Cambridge. St 
John of the Cross studied here as an undergraduate for 
four years from 1564. During our tour of the town we 

visit the two cathedrals which stand side by side and 
also the Plaza Mayor, said to be the most beautiful 
Plaza in Spain. Lunch at choice in Salamanca. In the 
afternoon we drive to the village of Alba de Tormes 
where the body and other relics of St Teresa are kept. 
Teresa founded the convent of the Annunciation here in 
1571, and returned to it to die. Mass will be celebrated 
here before returning to Avila.

Day Four 
Segovia

This morning, we drive to Segovia (about 45 miles), one 
of the most beautiful and evocative towns in Spain. It 
was here in 1588 that St John of the Cross was made 
Prior of the Discalced Carmelites. We visit the 17th 
century convent where the body of St John is buried 
(minus several limbs which were taken as relics to other 
parts of Spain). Mass will be celebrated here. We can 
also walk on our own under the walls of the Alcazar to 
visit the Church of the True Cross (Vera Cruz), a parish 
church since 1312. The afternoon will be at leisure. 
Return to our hotel in Avila.

Day Five 
Avila – Toledo

This morning we drive south to Toledo (about 80 miles) 
where we check into our hotel for a one-night stay. It 
was to Toledo that St John of the Cross was taken and 
imprisoned on the orders of the Carmelite Provincial 
in December 1577, for having supported the election 
of Teresa as Prioress of Avila. He was held in a dark, 
windowless cell in the basement of the Carmelite 
Convent for eight months, before escaping after 
receiving a vision of Our Lady in a dream. Earlier, during 
centuries of Castilian rule, Toledo became a city of 
learning and culture, before the horrors of the Inquisition 
put an end to this, with many men and women put to 
death and much of the Jewish and Moorish population 
expelled. The capital of Spain moved to Madrid. Visits 
are recommended, to the Cathedral, whose interior is 
matched by very few Gothic churches in Spain. Also 
recommended (but entrance fees not included) are: 
the house and museum of El Greco where the painter 
lived for 33 years; the Church of Santo Tome to view 
El Greco’s Burial of the Count of Orgaz. Mass will be 
celebrated during the day.

Day Six 
Toledo – Madrid – Gatwick

After breakfast we celebrate Mass and have the morning 
at leisure before transferring to Madrid Airport for the 
return flight to Gatwick Airport. 

Old Cathedral in Salamanca. By: Light Chaser, Flickr (Edit: cropped)

SPA
IN

  &
  PO

R
T

U
G

A
L



30 T: +44 (0)20 7485 3003

Terms of Payment: Deposit of £200 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than 20th March 
2019.

Includes: Return scheduled flights by easyJet: 
Gatwick - Madrid - Gatwick. 1 piece of check-in 
luggage up to 23 kg per person. Current U.K. and 
Spain airport departure taxes. 5 nights accommodation 
in shared twin-bedded rooms with private facilities as 
follows: 20 - 24 May Hotel Las Moradas (3 stars) or 
similar, Avila 24 - 25 May Hotel Alfonso VI (4 stars) 
or similar, Toledo. 5 breakfasts and 5 dinners. All 
touring and transfers in Spain, as per the itinerary. 
Guided tours as per the itinerary. Pax Travel English/
Spanish-speaking Tour Manager. Entrance fees as per 
the itinerary. ATOL and ABTA financial protection

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement at 
£95 per person for 5 nights (limited number of single 
rooms available). Lunches and drinks. Catering during 
the flights. U.K. transfers. Gratuities to guides, drivers 
and hotel staff.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

Photo Attributions: All from Flickr.
1. Avila Cathedral, by: Daniel Dionne, 2. View of Toledo 
from El Greco View Point, by: Jiuguang Wang, 3. Salamanca 
Cathedral Tower, by: Alistair Hamilton, 4. Segovia Cathedral, by: 

Oleg.

20th - 25th May
Travel Dates

£729
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Since 1917, millions of pilgrims have visited the sanctuary 
of Fatima in northern Portugal to call on the protection 
of Our Lady who appeared here to three shepherd 
children for six months in succession instructing them 
to convey her message to the world that mankind should 
show penance for their sins and pray the rosary every 
day. The three, originally secret, messages of Fatima 
were for prayer, reparation, repentance and sacrifice, 
and the abandonment of sin.

The first secret was a vision of hell which contrasts with 
the heaven previously shown to the children by Our 
Lady. The second secret included Mary’s instructions 
on how to save souls from hell and convert the world 
to the Christian faith. The third secret gives a vision of 
the death of the Pope and other religious figures. The 
message shows a flaming sword coming into contact 
with Our Lady and dying out, suggesting that in the end, 
good triumphs over evil.

Day One
London – Lisbon

Our scheduled flight departs London. On arrival at 
Lisbon Airport we transfer to our hotel in Fatima.

Day Two 
Aljustrel 

This morning, we proceed to Aljustrel for Stations of 
the Cross and to visit the Shrines of the Apparitions 
of Our Lady and the Angels, and to see the homes of 
the children, Jacinta, Francisco and Lucia. After time 
for lunch we have a guided tour to include the Basilica 
and the Chapel of the Apparitions. In the evening there 
will be (hopefully) the opportunity to take part in the 
torchlight procession.

Day Three 
Fatima

Today will be spent in Fatima. In the morning, we take 
part in the Mass at the sanctuary. Lunch will be in our 
hotel. This afternoon there will be the opportunity for 
private devotions and shopping, or else the opportunity 
for a visit to the museum, O Milagre de Fatima, which 
recreates the historical events from the beginning of the 
20th century, the apparitions of the Angel of Portugal, 
the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima and the Miracle 
of the Sun. Also, the Fatima wax museum next to the 
sanctuary is worth a visit, where the story of the Fatima 
witnesses and other historical events is told through 
wax figures. After dinner in the hotel we join the 
famous celebrations marking the apparitions, beginning 
with International Rosary and Candlelight Procession, 
continuing with Holy Mass and Night Vigil.

Day Four
Bartres – Lourdes

We join the concluding celebrations for the feast, 
including Rosary, Mass, the anointing of the sick and 
Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The 
afternoon will be free for private devotions and souvenir 
hunting. Lunch and dinner will be in our hotel today.

Day Five
Lisbon – London

Morning is at leisure and lunch at choice. In the afternoon 
we transfer to Lisbon Airport for our flight to London.

Pilgrimage to Fatima

Terms of Payment: Deposit of £230 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than two months 
before the departure date.

Includes: Scheduled return flights with TAP,  
London - Lisbon. Accommodation based on sharing a 
twin-bedded room with en suite facilities at the Hotel 
Casa das Irmas Dominicanas (3-star) - four nights, on 
half board basis plus two lunches. All coach transfers 
and touring in Portugal as per the itinerary, by air-
conditioned coach. Portuguese and English speaking 
tour manager while in Portugal. Local English-
speaking guides where appropriate to the itinerary. 
All entrance fees as per the itinerary. Mass and other 
devotions as per the itinerary. ATOL and ABTA 
financial protection.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement at 
£108 (limited availability). Other lunches. Drinks if 
not included with the meals. Transport within the U.K. 
Fuel surcharges if passed on by the airline. Gratuities 
to hotels, restaurants, drivers and local guides.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

10th - 14th May
Travel Dates

£625
10th - 14th October
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Austria
A Pilgrimage to Vienna & The Danube Valley     
                           Led by Fr Kevin Moule

Day One
Luton – Vienna – Klosterneuburg

Early morning flight by easyJet from Luton arriving 
Vienna mid-morning. We make the short journey to 
Klosterneuburg to the north west of Vienna. We visit 
the 12th century Abbey, still run by Augustinian canons. 
A private Mass will be celebrated here, followed by a 
guided tour of the Abbey by one of the monks. This will 
be followed by a wine tasting in the monastery’s world-
famous Vinothek. Continue to Vienna (7 miles) to our 
hotel, the Classic Hotel Wien in the Second District of 
Vienna. This evening dinner will be in a restaurant near 
to the hotel.

Day Two 
Vienna – Heiligenkreuz – Mayerling 

After breakfast, we visit the Stephansdom (Cathedral 
of St Stephen) followed by a short guided tour of the 
Cathedral. Afterwards, those who wish may visit the 
Imperial Treasury (Schatzkammer) for which there is an 
entrance fee of €10. Afterwards, a short panoramic tour 
of Vienna will be followed by a coach journey to the 
12th century Abbey of Heiligenkreuz, tucked away in 
a valley in the midst of the Vienna woods. The modern 

parish church contains a fragment of the Holy Cross 
brought back by Duke Leopold V in 1188. The village 
of Mayerling is just three miles from Heiligenkreuz, and 
is where the two lovers, Crown Prince Rudolf and Mary 
Vetsera, killed each other in 1889. The room in which 
the lovers died is now a memorial church. We also 
visit the baroque Stations of the Cross, with through 
an avenue of linden trees, which leads to a Chapel. 
Return to Vienna (18 miles), where we make our own 
arrangements for dinner tonight. 

Day Three 
Mariazell

Today we take a trip by coach to Mariazell, which is 
the most important pilgrimage town in Austria. Pilgrims 
started coming here in the 12th century to worship 
a small wooden Madonna, which was said to work 
miracles, including King Ludwig of Hungary’s victory 
over the Turks in 1370. To celebrate this, he had a chapel 
built here in thanksgiving. Mariazell subsequently grew 
into a great pilgrimage centre. We will celebrate a 
private Mass here, and see the seated Madonna in the 
Gnadenkapelle (chapel of Miracles). There are several 
nearby cafés and restaurants for us to have lunch, after 
which it is hoped to organise Stations of the Cross or the 
Rosary at the shrine church, before we return to Vienna. 
Dinner this evening will be at our own choice.

Day Four 
Melk

Our excursion by coach today is to the magnificent 
Abbey at Melk, situated on the Danube to the west of 
Vienna. We will have a guided tour of the Benedictine 
11th century Abbey, and we hope to celebrate Mass 
here. Afterwards we enjoy the wonderful views of the 
Danube and have the opportunity to have lunch at the 
restaurant at the Abbey. After time at leisure, we return 
to Vienna where we have dinner in a local restaurant 
near to our hotel.
Day Five 

Vienna – Luton
This morning, Fr Kevin will celebrate Mass at the 
church of Maria am Gestede. Afterwards we visit the 
Hofburg Palace, the winter residence of the Hapsburg, 
and the Kapuziergruft, the Imperial Crypt, a burial 
chamber beneath the Capuchin church and Monastery. 
Afterwards, we transfer to Vienna airport, where we can 
get some lunch and check in for our return afternoon 
flight to Luton.

Stephansdom, Vienna. By: Bwag, Wikimedia Commons
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Terms of Payment: Deposit of £250 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than two months 
before the departure date.

Includes: Return scheduled flights on easyJet: 
Luton - Vienna - Luton. 1 piece of luggage up to 23 kg 
in weight. Current U.K. and Austria airport departure 
taxes. 4-nights accommodation in shared twin-bedded 
rooms with private facilities at Austria Classic Hotel 
Wien, Vienna (https://www.classic-hotelwien.at/en). 
Meal plan: 4 breakfasts and 2 dinners. Coach transfers 
from Vienna airport to hotel and return and 3 day 
excursions. Half day to Klosterneuburg (all by coach). 
Guided tour as per the itinerary. Private Masses when 
available. Entrance fees. ATOL and ABTA financial 
protection.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement at £128 
per person for 4 nights (limited availability). Dinners 
(except on 1st and 4th night), lunches, and drinks. 
Gratuities to coach driver, hotel and restaurant staff 
(We suggest €15 from each pilgrim). Fuel surcharges 
if passed on by the airline. Transfers within the U.K. 
Austrian city tax (if applicable). Catering during the 
flights.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

6th - 10th May
Travel Dates

£789

Melk Abbey. By: Herbert Frank, Flickr

Mariazell Baslica. By: Bwag, Wikimedia Commons

A
U

ST
R

IA



34 T: +44 (0)20 7485 3003

Poland

Pilgrimage to Poland, Led by Fr Michael Dunne

During our pilgrimage we shall stay in a hotel in 
Krakow, the former capital of Poland, a truly magnificent 
medieval city with most of its historical monuments 
intact, the home to the Sanctuary of Divine Mercy and 
the tomb of St Faustina. We also visit Czestochowa, the 
spiritual capital of Poland (as the late Holy Father John 
Paul II called it), as well as Kalwaria Zebrzydowska, a 
‘Calvary in replica’ and Wadowice, birthplace of John 
Paul II . Daily Mass will be celebrating during our 
pilgrimage.

Day One
Heathrow – Krakow 

Scheduled flight from Heathrow to Krakow. Transfer to 
our hotel for a five-night stay. Dinner is in our hotel. 

Day Two 
Krakow  

After breakfast we drive by coach to the centre of Krakow 
to visit the Royal Wawel Castle and the Cathedral which 
contains the relics of St Stanislaw, the Patron Saint of 
Poland. From here we will walk to the bank of the river 
Vistula and visit his church where he was martyred in 
the 11th century - the famous Church on the Rocks. 
After a mini tour of the main market square, the largest 
in Europe, measuring 200 metres by 200 metres, we 
will watch the opening of the altar at St Mary’s church 
at noon. Lunch will be at choice. In the afternoon we 
join the nuns in the Divine Mercy Shrine for the three 
o’clock prayers, chaplet and the concelebrated Mass, 
followed by a talk by one of the English-speaking nuns 
and prayers before the tomb of St Faustina. Back to the 
hotel for dinner. 

Krakow Cathedral. By: Pawel Pacholec, Flickr

Poland’s spiritual capital is recognised as Czestchowa, where the icon 
of Our Lady, The Black Madonna lies, said by legend to have been paint-
ed by St Luke the Evangelist on Cypress wood from a table used by the 
Virgin Mary in Nazareth. We visit Czestochowa, as well as Lagiewniki 
Monastery where St Faustina Kowalska lived. Before this we travel to 
Prague where we will visit the statue of the Divine Infant of Prague.

Wieliczka Salt Mines. By: Marcin Chady, Flickr
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Day Three 
Jasna Gora – Our Lady of Czestochowa 

This morning we drive to Czestochowa, the holiest place 
in Poland and one of the world’s most important places 
of pilgrimage. As with the statue in Prague, an icon is the 
focus of the pilgrim’s journey here, known as the Black 
Madonna of Czestochowa. The painting is attributed to 
St Luke and according to legend, was discovered by St 
Helen, mother of Emperor Constantine, in Jerusalem 
from where it was brought to Constantinople and 
eventually Poland. It was placed in the Jasna Gora 
Monastery in 1382. Our Lady of Czestochowa has 
been proclaimed “Queen of Poland”, and has been the 
symbol of Polish national and religious freedom. Our 
trip takes us through the Ojcow National Park and along 
the fabled and scenic Eagles Nest route from Krakow to 
Czestochowa, so called after the chain of 14th century 
hill top castles built to defend this picturesque limestone 
region. We may be able to stop for a coffee-and-
comfort break in one of the charming old towns along 
the way. Mass will be celebrated in the Basilica of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin. Afterwards there will 
be time for lunch, a private visit to the shrine and/or a 
leisurely look around Czestochowa before our return to 
Krakow. Dinner will be at choice this evening. 

Day Four 
Jewish Quarters – Wadowice – Auschwitz 

In the morning we visit the Jewish quarter and pass 
Schindler’s Factory. We continue to Wadowice, 
birthplace of John Paul II. We visit his home and former 
parish church, where we will celebrate Mass. Lunch 
will be at choice. In the afternoon we visit the former 
Nazi Concentration camp at Auschwitz, where St 
Maximilian Kolbe was martyred in 1941, with a brief 
visit to Birkenau. Dinner will be in the hotel. 

Day Five 
Kalwaria Zebrzydowska – Krakow  

Depart Krakow and visit the Kalwaria Zebrzydowska, 
a centre of pilgrimage in Poland, second only to 
Czestochowa. See the Bernardine church and the 
Via Dolorosa which was built by the Zebrzydowski 
family in the early 17th century, following a vision of 
the three crosses on their estate leading to miraculous 
occurrences. We return to Krakow for lunch at choice. 
This afternoon we visit the Lagiewniki Monastery where 
Sister Faustina lived, and is buried. There is a Shrine of 
the Divine Mercy here. Mass will be celebrated here. 
Dinner will be in the hotel. 

Day Six 
Salt Mines at Wieliczka – Krakow – 

Heathrow 
In the morning there will be a group visit to the famous 
Salt Mine at Wieliczka. We hope Mass will be celebrated 
here. Lunch at choice before returning to Krakow. In the 
afternoon we depart for Krakow Airport for our return 
flight to Heathrow. 

Terms of Payment: Deposit of £250 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than two months 
before the departure date.

Includes: Return scheduled flights: Heathrow – 
Krakow. Current UK and Poland airport departure 
taxes. 1 piece of checked in luggage allowance per 
person. 5-nights accommodation in shared twin-
bedded rooms with private facilities at the Hotel 
Batory (3-star), Krakow. Meal plan: 5 breakfasts & 
4 dinners. All touring and transfers in Poland by air-
conditioned coach as per the itinerary. Guided tours 
by fully licensed English-speaking guides as per the 
itinerary. Local tour escort to accompany the group. 
Entrance fees as per the itinerary. Daily Mass at 
different shrines and churches.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single rooms supplement at 
£120 per person for 5-nights (limited availability). 
UK transfers. Catering during the flights. Lunches and  
1 dinner. Drinks. Gratuities to guides, coach drivers 
and hotel staff. Flight surcharges if passed on by the 
airline. Catering during the flights.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

11th - 16th March
Travel Dates

£799
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Further Afield

Pilgrimage to Armenia, Led by Rev’d Robin Westwood
Day One

London – Yerevan
Morning scheduled flight from London to Yerevan. 
Upon arrival in Yerevan, we then transfer to our hotel.

Day Two 
Yerevan City Tour 

Breakfast at hotel. Yerevan City tour:
Yerevan is the capital of Armenia and one of the oldest 
cities in the world. It stretches under the gaze of biblical 
mountain Ararat and resembles a beautiful gilt bowl 
to those flying over it. A basalt slab with an Urartu 
cuneiform inscription, unearthed by archaeologists 
in the south-eastern part of the city shows the age of 
Yerevan to be 2783 years old. Modern Yerevan is 
mostly a rebuilt colourful city with buildings of unique 
architecture, constructed from basalt, marble, onyx and 
volcanic tufa stone and it is a contemporary to such 
ancient metropolises as Babylon and Nineveh.

“Mayr-Hayastan” (panoramic view of Yerevan), 
Matenadaran (Depository and Museum of Ancient 
Manuscripts):
The Matenadaran is one of the oldest and richest 
book-depositories in the world. Its collection of 
about 17,000 manuscripts includes almost all of the 
areas of ancient and medieval Armenian culture and 
sciences – history, geography, grammar, philosophy, 
law, medicine, mathematics, cosmography, theory of 
calendar, alchemy, chemistry, translations, literature, 
chronology, art history, miniature, music and theatre, as 
well as manuscripts in Arabic, Persian, Greek, Syrian, 
Latin, Ethiopian, Indian, Japanese and others. Cascade 
complex and open-air museum of contemporary art. 
Coffee-break by dozens of local open-air cafés (not 
included in price). Street tour including Republic 
Square, Yerevan State University, Victory Bridge, 1915 

Genocide Memorial and museum. Sports & Concerts 
complex,

Kiev Bridge, Parliament, Palace of President, Academy 
of Sciences, Opera house. Welcome dinner in a local 
restaurant. Overnight in Yerevan.

Day Three 
Yerevan – Gyumri – Talin – Yerevan

Breakfast at hotel. Drive to Gyumri city.
Gyumri is one of the oldest cities in the world. With 
its population, territory, economical and cultural 
significance it is the second city of Armenia. Gyumri 
is situated in the north-west of Armenia 126 km from 
Yerevan. The length of Shirak valley where Gyumri is 
situated is about 35 km and the breadth is about 25 km. 
This valley borders upon Turkey and Iran. People lived 
here from time immemorial. Gyumri emerged during 
the Argishti dynasty in VIII century BC. A cuneiform 
inscription found in the village of Vahramaberd 
(Akhurian region) tells about the settlement called 
Kumayri. The Greek historian and military leader 
Xenophon also mentioned about this settlement in his 
Anaebasis. Leninakan has been the official name of 
the city since 1924. Gyumri is known as the centre of 
traditional Armenian architecture, science, public health 
service, tourism. The inhabitants of Gyumri have gained 
the reputation of hospitable hosts with a rich sense of 
humor. Gyumri exists for more than 2,500 years and this 
fertile land gave birth to known scientists and writers, 
poets and musicians. (In Gyumri we can also visit the 
Catholic Church).
Coffee break during the tour in a local café (not included).

 Visit to Talin basilica (7th century).
Talin is one of the oldest settlements of Aragatzotn 
district. It is mentioned even in I-IIc events, as well 

Two of Jesus’ apostles, Thaddeus and Bartholomew are regarded as having brought 
Christianity to Armenia in the first century AD and Christianity became the reli-
gion of the state of Armenia in 301 AD largely due to the efforts of St Gregory the 
Illuminator. Subsequently, the Armenian people have suffered greatly, including the 
first genocide of the last century, when 1.5 million Armenians were slaughtered by 
Turkey, which also annexed all of western Armenia. Mount Ararat, Armenia’s na-
tional symbol, rises magnificently on the horizon, but now lies behind the Turkish 
border. Armenia suffered further loss of historic land in the 1920s when Stalin cut 
off part of eastern Armenia and located inside Azerbaijan. This is the enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, historically known as Artsakh. The tour will include visits to 
Yerevan, Echmiadzin (the spiritual centre of the country, Stepanakert (Gandzasar 
monastery), Shoushi and much more. It will be a two- centre pilgrimage staying in 
hotels of excellent standard in Yerevan and Stepanakert.

Yerevan, Armenia. By: Serouj Ourishian, Wikimedia Commons
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as in the writings of medieval Armenian historians - 
Stepanos Taronatsi, Mkhitar Ayrivantsi and Vardan 
Vardapetsi. On the territory of Talin some remainders of 
medieval constructions were found inadvertently during 
excavations. Catoghike church is the most important of 
Talin’s historical-architectural monuments. The exact 
date of its foundation is not known. From a number of 
existing manuscripts the oldest was dated 783, which 
mentioned the priest Ukhtoitur and his brother Totl, who 
brought water to Talin from Sarakapat field. Return to 
Yerevan. Dinner and overnight in Yerevan.

Day Four 
Yerevan – Tsakhkadzor – Kecharis –

Lake Sevan – Haghartsin – Dilijan
Breakfast at hotel. Drive to Tsakhadzor city. Kecharis 
monastery.
Tsakhadzor is one of the favorite holiday resorts of 
Armenia both for summer and winter. This district is 
considered to be Armenian Switzerland. Tsakhkadzor is 
a place where one can have a good vacation during all 
seasons of year. This is a perfect place to admire the 
beauty of Armenian high mountains and fields with 
the largest variety of flowers. The climate here is mild 
and healthy due to the fresh mountain air. Tsakhkadzor 
accepts many tourists every year and provides them 
an opportunity to stay at comfortable resting houses 
(House of Writers), camps for children, and the great 

Sport Complex where there are a lot of amusements 
for everyone: swimming pools, games, cafés, etc. 
There is also great funicular railway consisting of three 
parts. Cable-car (funicular) connects the resort to the 
hills of surrounding mounts all covered by forests. On 
the way, you can have your cup of coffee or tea and 
continue your trip. In winter this is the best place for 
skiing. Tsakhkadzor is also known for its old churches. 
Recently renovated Kecharis monastery (11-13th c.) is 
located here.

Drive to Dilijan city.
Dilijan is a famous spa rich in curative mineral springs, 
some of which are comparable to those at Vichy in 
France and Davos in Switzerland. The surrounding 
mountains are covered by forests and Alpine meadows. 
The climate is rather mild with cool summers and warm 
sunny winters. Armenians believe that if there are 
woods, mountains and mineral springs in paradise, then 
paradise has to look like Dilijan. Its picturesque locality, 
healthy climate, mineral springs and rich flora attract 
many tourists. The old district of Dilijan, now totally 
renovated, will give you a slight idea about life in this 
small town 100-150 years ago. 

Haghartsin Monastery Complex.
Haghartsin monastery, not far from Dilijan spa, is hidden 
from the tumult of the world. The monastery was built 

Saint Gregory the Illuminator Cathedral, Yerevan. By: Marcin Konsek, Wikimedia Commons
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by the architect Minas in 1248 with lavish decorations of 
carved stone. The main church is typical of the churches 
built between the 10th and 13th centuries. The oldest 
church in the complex is with the cross-winged dome 
named after St. Gregory. The refectory of Haghartsin is 
also very unique in character. There is a number of very 
interesting khachkars in the complex. The monastery 
itself is situated within an oak forest, in the gorge of 
a small river. You can easily forget your worries when 
you are up there in nature surrounded by trees due to 
the beautiful setting of the Monastery Complex. Hotel 
accommodation. Dinner and overnight in Dilijan.

Day Five 
Dilijan – Lake Sevan – Qarvachar –

Dadivank – Stepanakert
Breakfast at hotel. Sevan Lake – the pearl of 
Armenia:
Sevan, this wonder of nature, is 60km from Yerevan 
on a highway which cuts northward through mountains 
and rocks. Sevan is so austere and majestic that the 
gentle turquoise waters are astonishing. They fill the 
gigantic depression situated at the height of almost 
2000 m above sea level. Sevan, with its pure air and 
sandy beaches, is a popular holiday resort. Sevan has 
always been famous for its fish “Ishkhan” which means 
“prince-fish” in Armenian. The fish has graced many 
Lords’ tables in old times. One of the most interesting 
sites in Sevan is the monastery on the rocky peninsula 
founded in 874 AD by King Ashot I and his daughter 
Mariam. Other monuments include Sevan Monastery 
(874) and Astvatsatsin Church.

Proceed to Artsakh via Qarvachar and Dadivank 
monasteries.
Dadivank Monastery (also Khutavank) is the largest 
monastic complex in Artsakh-Karabakh and one of true 
masterpieces of Armenian medieval architecture. It is 
located in the northwestern part of Martakert district 
of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic, on the territory 
of Artsakh’s historical province of Upper Khachen. 
According to the legend, the monastery was founded 
at the end of the 1st century AD and named after one 
of apostle Judes disciples, St. Dadi, who martyred 
preaching Christianity in the Eastern Territory of 
Armenia. Drive to Stepanakert. Hotel accommodation. 
Dinner and overnight in Stepanakert.

Day Six 
Stephanakert City Tour –

Gandzasar – Shushi
Breakfast at hotel. Stepanakert city tour.
Stepanakert, nestled in a bowl of mountains, is the 
capital of Karabakh. Karabakh has a population of 
well under 200,000 people, which means the capital 
of Stepanakert, with an estimated 40,000 residents 

is more a large town than a city. The main tourist site 
in Stepanakert is in the outskirts near the approach to 
town from Shushi. It is the monument called popularly 
“Tatik and Papik” (Grandmother and Grandfather), an 
old Armenian man and woman hewn from rock. They 
represent the mountain people of Karabakh. Aside 
from this there is also a small museum near the main 
open market place. A branch line of the Baku - Tbilisi 
- Batumi rail line reaches the city. Stepanakert has a 
varied industrial structure and is especially important 
for food processing, wine making, and silk weaving. 
There are also a number of restaurants in Stepanakert to 
suite various tastes.

Gandzasar Monastery Complex and Vank village.
Gandzasar (1216-1238 AD) is the most exquisite 
monastery of Karabakh. Located in the north, atop the 
green hill which climbs above the village of Vank, it 
has been restored and is a fully functioning monastery. 
Gandzasar has some of the nicest carvings and details 
typical for many Armenian monasteries. Each stone is 
well thought out, and the decorations are a pleasure to 
discover throughout the complex. Being a functioning 
monastery means there are priests and monks there who 
are happy to give tours and history of the monastery, as 
well as discuss church issues in general. The monastery 
is surrounded by walls which have monks’ quarters and 
should soon be able to accommodate some male guests 
as well.

Proceed to Shouhsi medieval capital.
Shushi is a great center of Armenian culture. It is 
unavoidable en route to Stepanakert via the Berdzor 
corridor. The main attraction is the newly restored 
Cathedral, which is a pristine white, very large 
and attractive. The newly-renovated church of 
Ghazanchetsots stands resplendently, symbolizing the 
rebirth of Armenian Shushi, also known as “Eagle’s 
Nest.” Inside, deacons and acolytes are often chanting 
the psalms of the Evening Service, their voices echoing 
in the acoustically-rich church. Drive to Stepanakert. 
Dinner and overnight in Stepanakert.

Day Seven 
Yerevan – Gyumri – Talin – Yerevan

Breakfast at hotel. Drive to Yerevan. Tour to Tatev 
Monastery on Tramway (longest in the world – 
5.7km).
Tatev monastery complex is located on a plateau 
surrounded by a precipice from three sides. Tatev 
monastery includes a number of structures. The main 
cathedral of St. Poghos and Petros (Paul and Peter) dates 
back to 885. The 8 metre high giant made of small stones 
topped by an airy cross rests on a hinge foundation. The 
cathedral is an example of 7th century monuments with 
free slanting pylons. To the south of the main cathedral, 
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the church of St. Gregory (1295) is erected on the site of 
a former sanctuary from the 9th c. 

Proceed to Noravank Monastery Complex:
Noravank monastery is considered to be the pulpit of 
Syunik bishops. The main church of St. Karapet was 
built in 1227. The reliefs on the entrance tympanum and 
the windows on the western facade are very interesting 
from an architectural point of view. To the south of the 
complex one can see a two-storied sepulchre church 
built in 1339. This tomb monument can be traced to 
the 4th or 5th centuries. To the right of the entrance 
of the tympanum, one can find recently discovered 
stalactite caves. The monastery had been completely 
reconstructed and reopened in 1999. The magnificent 
landscape of mountains, surrounding the monastery, 
display a beautiful array of colours from the sun’s 
reflection. Hotel accommodation. Dinner and overnight 
in Yerevan.

Day Eight 
Yerevan – Amberd – Saghmosavank –

Gntunik – Yerevan
Breakfast at hotel. Drive north to Aragats Mountain:
Aragats mountain is shaped like an oval shield. A 
circle of four peaks rises in the middle of the shield. 
The highest of them has an elevation of 4090 metres. 
The others are only a few metres lower. This circle of 
mountains is the remains of a crater from a big volcano. 
The average temperature is minus 12 degrees C in winter 
but sometimes the absolute temperature reaches minus 
40 degrees C. The snow disappears from the slopes in 
June. The Stone Lake with the Cosmic Rays’ Scientific 
Research Centre is situated on the mountain of Aragats.

Hamberd Fortress and Church of Pahlavouni 
Princes:
Hamberd fortress stands at an elevation of 2300 metres 
above sea level on the high cape, in the canyon of two 
rivers high upon the southern slope of Mount Aragats. 
It is considered to be the only preserved monument of 
secular type on the territory of Armenia. The fortress, 
founded in the 7th century by Pahlavouni princes, had 
its own water-supply pipe which channels springs from 
the Aragats Mountain. The church inside the fortress 
was built in 1026 as shown by the date inscribed on the 
door. The church itself, the palace bathhouse with two 
domes, a floor heating system and a secret passage to 
the gorge are considered to be the most well-preserved 
monuments of Hamberd. In the 13th century Hamberd 
fortress was destroyed and set on fire by Mongolian 
invaders.

Visit to famous Gntunik bakery house.
Proceed to Saghmosavan Village. Monastery Complex 
of Saghmosavank (Psalm Church). Return to Yerevan. 

Visit to Vernissage open air art and crafts souvenir 
market. Dinner and overnight in Yerevan.

Day Nine 
Yerevan – Khor Virap – Echmiadzin – 

Hripsime – Zvartnots – Yerevan
Breakfast at hotel. Khor Virap Monastery.
Khor Virap is a place of pilgrimage for Armenians all 
over the world. According to history annals, Armenian 
pagan king Trdat imprisoned Saint Gregory the 
Illuminator in a cave which became known as Khor 
Virap. He was the first Patriarch of all Armenians. From 
here one can enjoy the majestic view of Mount Ararat 
(where Noah’s ark landed according to the Bible), not 
too far from the Arax river. Khor Virap is the closest 
point to Mount Ararat from the territory of Armenia, the 
most convenient place for observing and taking pictures 
of the biblical mountain.

Drive to St. Echmiadzin (Holy See). En route – 
Hripsime Church:
This is a masterpiece of architecture and a marvellous 
example of cross-cupola architecture of the 7th century. 
Weddings and baptisms are performed here on Saturdays 
and Sundays. Remnants of very old constructions were 
discovered under the temple in 1959 while the temple 
was being restored. Virgin’s tomb lies here in the crypt 
of the church.

Cathedral of St. Echmiadzin (UNESCO World 
Heritage). Holy Mass.
This oldest Christian temple was founded in 301 and is 
one of the first churches in the Christian World. Holy 
Mass takes place on Sundays in the Cathedral. It is an 
architectural monument of early Christianity. It houses 
a unique museum of religious artefacts. There is a small 
altar in the centre of the Cathedral where, according 
to legend, Christ descended from Heaven and with 
a golden hammer pointed to the site upon which the 
Cathedral was to be built. 

Return to Yerevan. En route – Zvartnots temple 
(UNESCO World Heritage):
Zvartnots, built as Armenia’s main cathedral in 641-
661, was to suppress Echmiadzin Cathedral by its 
grandeur and extraordinary artistic splendour. This 
determined by the size of the temple, its layout and 
spatial arrangement, its structural features and its 
decoration which emphasizes the central axis of the 
building and its upward sweep. The building consisted 
of three polyhedrons with rich ornamentation of outer 
walls and capitals. In the evening – Cultural program 
(optional). Dinner and overnight in Yerevan.
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Day Ten 
Yerevan - Garni - Geghard - Yerevan - 

Grigor - Lusavorich Cathedral
Breakfast at hotel. Visit to Grigor Lusavorich 
(Gregory the Illuminator) cathedral.
  Half-day trip to Garni Pagan Temple and Geghard 
Monastery.
This pagan temple of Garni was built in 1st century and 
was devoted to one of the Armenian Pagan Gods - Mitra. 
After Armenia converted to Christianity in the 4th c., the 
rulers of the country used the temple as their summer 
residence. King Khosrov stayed there often as the area 
was his favourite hunting ground. Garni was destroyed 
when the Arabs conquered Armenia but was rebuilt in 
the beginning of the 10th c. Its final destruction came in 
1638 during the Turkish invasion. A violent earthquake 
buried what remained from it in 1679. The complete 
restoration of the temple began in 1970 and was finished 
in 1978.

Proceed to Geghard Monastery (UNESCO World 
Heritage):
Geghard was initially known simply as Ayrivank (Cave 
Monastery). The present buildings comprising it date 
back to 10-13th cc., at which time it was renamed as 
Geghard meaning “lance” (spear) in Armenian. The 
name refers to the biblical lance used by a Roman 
soldier to pierce Christ’s body to find out if he was 
alive or not. The lance was kept in Geghard for a long 
time before being moved to the museum of Echmiadzin 
Cathedral. The main church, constructed in 1215, is 
the oldest building in the monastery complex. Avazan 
church, 1283, is carved right into the solid rock and is 
an incomparable work of art. It leads to a rectangular 
portico and then to another church deeper in the rock. 
Farewell dinner in Garni village with Armenian national 
bread “lavash” baking, barbecue master-class, etc. 
Return to Yerevan. Overnight in Yerevan.

Day Eleven 
Yerevan – London

After breakfast transfer to Yerevan airport for our return 
flight to London.

Terms of Payment: Deposit of £350 per person, 
with a completed booking form. The balance payment 
to be received by Pax Travel no later than 10 weeks 
before the departure date.

Includes: Return scheduled flights from UK to 
Armenia. Current UK & Armenia airport departure 
taxes. 1 piece of checked in luggage. 10 nights 
accommodation in shared twin-bedded rooms with 
private facilities - 7 nights in Yerevan, 1 night in Dilijan 
& 2 nights in Stepanakert - Meal plan: breakfast and 
dinner. All touring and transfers by air-conditioned 
coach as per the itinerary - Guided tours as per the 
itinerary. Religious services. Entrance fees to sites 
mentioned. ATOL and ABTA financial protection.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement 
(limited availability) at £270 per person for 10 nights. 
Lunches and drinks. Gratuities to coach driver, hotel 
and restaurant staff. Fuel surcharges if passed on by 
the airline. Transfers within the U.K.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

18th - 28th May
Travel Dates

£1489

Zvartnots Temple. By: ReflectedSerendipity, Flickr
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Day One
Overnight at Gatwick Airport

We all meet at a hotel at Gatwick Airport for an overnight 
stay.

Day Two 
Gatwick – Munich  – Oberammergau 

Morning flight from Gatwick to Munich. Transfer by 
coach to the village of Oberammergau where we check 
into our hotel accommodation for dinner and a two-
night stay.

Day Three 
Oberammergau 

The morning is at leisure in the picturesque village of 
Oberammergau. After lunch at around noon, the Passion 
Play commences at 2:30pm, with an interval at 5pm 
during which we will be served a three-course dinner, 

before witnessing the second part of the Passion Play 
which finishes at 10:30pm, after which we walk the 
short distance back to our hotel.

Day Four 
Oberammergau – Salzburg 

After breakfast, we drive to Salzburg, a beautiful city 
with a rich cultural history. It is known by musicians 
as the Festival City and the birthplace of Mozart, 
and is called the Golden City of High Baroque by art 
lovers. Historians identify it as the Florence of Northern 
Europe, or even the Austrian Rome. We check into our 
hotel for a three-night stay. To introduce us to the city, 
there will be a guided walking tour of the cultural centre, 
with a first look at some of the sites of interest including 
palaces, fountains, parks and gardens. Dinner will be in 
our hotel or a local restaurant.

Oberammergau 2020

Pilgrimage to Oberammergau & Salzburg      
                  Led by Fr Robert Harris

Oberammergau’s play has a dramatic, even miraculous origin. The outbreak 
of plague which hit Northern Europe in the early 1630s, did not pass the vil-
lage by and claimed the lives of many of its inhabitants. In 1634 the village 
prayed as one and vowed that if the plague left the village a play commemo-
rating the Passion of Jesus Christ would be performed, not once, but every ten 
years. This was no empty promise. Not another villager died from the plague 
and to this day the play has been performed every ten years. The Play today: 
the spirit of the play has not changed, it has not been allowed to become a 
commercial event, no recording of the play is made, the only way to see it is 
to witness it in person. This is still a village offering, those taking part in the 
performances were born in Oberammergau or have lived there at least twenty 
years. The play is performed in the Passion Play Theatre in the village and 
although the stage is open air, the auditorium is covered and therefore perfor-
mances take place whatever the weather. The play itself is a mixture of acted 
scenes from the New Testament and tableaux from the Old Testament accom-
panied by sung choruses. 
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Day Five 
Salzburg 

This morning, our first port of call is the palace of 
Hellbrunn, built in the 17th century as the summer 
residence of the Prince-Archbishop Markus Sittikus, 
the style of an Italian palazzo. But, even better are the 
wonderful gardens of the palace, which include the 
popular trick fountains which were built to satisfy the 
Prince-archbishop’s mischievous sense of fun. The 
afternoon will be free to have lunch and browse in the 
old town. This evening will be devoted to the musical 
past for which Salzburg is famed. The Mozart Dinner 
Concert is world famous and consists of a concert of 
popular works by Mozart performed by local musicians 
dressed in costumes of Mozart’s time, and including a 
three-course dinner prepared according to 18th century 
recipes, and served during the intervals.

Day Six 
Salzburg 

This morning, Sunday Mass will be celebrated in one of 
the churches in Salzburg. The rest of the morning will 
be spent browsing in the old town, so that we will be 
refreshed after an early lunch (at our own choice), and 
ready to take the four hour Sound of Music tour, starting 
at 2pm and lasting four hours. You not only see highlights 
of the film, but also visit landmarks connected with the 
film, ranging from Leopoldskron Castle used as the 
Trapp family home to the Wedding Church at Mondsee. 
Dinner will be in our hotel or a local restaurant.

Day Seven 
Salzburg – London Gatwick

After breakfast, transfer to Salzburg airport for our 
return flight to Gatwick.t

Terms of Payment: A non-refundable deposit of 
£250 per person, with a completed booking form. A 
further non-refundable payment of £400 per person to 
be paid by 1st March 2019. A further non-refundable 
payment of £400 per person to be paid by 1st 
December 2019. The balance payment to be received 
by Pax Travel no later than 1st April 2020.

Includes: Scheduled return flights: Gatwick - 
Munich. All current airport departure taxes. 2 night’s 
accommodation in shared* twin or double-bedded 
accommodation in Oberammergau (3 stars). 4 night’s 
accommodation in shared* twin or double-bedded 
rooms in 3-star hotels in: Gatwick Airport (1 night) 
& Salzburg (3 nights). 6 breakfasts and 5 dinners. 
Tickets for the Passion Play. Guided tour as per the 
itinerary. Airport transfers and touring by coach as 
per the itinerary. Entrance fees as per the itinerary. 
Arrangement of religious services where possible. 
ATOL and ABTA financial protection.

* If you select to share a twin room when booking but have no one 
to share with, we will try to pair you up with someone of the same 
gender in the group. However, if there is no one available to pair 
you up with we will charge a supplement of £125 as you would 
have single occupancy of the rooms.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax 
Travel for more information). Single room (limited 
availability) supplement at £249 per person for 6 
nights. Meals not mentioned above. Drinks. Gratuities 
Fuel surcharges if passed on by the airline. Transfers 
within the U.K. Catering during the flights.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

9th - 15th June 2020
Travel Dates

£1249

View of Salzburg. By: Cristian Bortes, Flickr
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Pilgrimage to Oberammergau & Munich      
   Spiritual Leader - R. Dom Peter Burns OSB  
    Co-ordinator - Rev Deacon Gordon Nunn
Day One

London Heathrow – Munich  – 
Oberammergau

Scheduled flight from Heathrow to Munich. Transfer by 
coach to the village of Oberammergau where we check 
into our hotel accommodation for dinner and a two-
night stay. 

Day Two 
Oberammergau 

The morning is at leisure in the picturesque village of 
Oberammergau. After lunch at around noon (at choice), 
the Passion Play commences at 2:30pm, with an interval 
at 5pm during which we will be served a three-course 
dinner, before witnessing the second part of the Passion 
Play which finishes at 10:30pm, after which we walk the 
short distance back to our hotel. 

Day Three 
Oberammergau – Ettal Abbey 

After breakfast, we depart Oberammergau and travel to 
Ettal Abbey, a Benedictine Monastery in the village of 
Ettal. The abbey was founded in 1330 and is home to 
more than 50 monks. After a short visit, we continue 
to Linderhof where we visit the Palace, built by King 
Ludwig II and is the smallest of his three palaces. Here we 
will have some time to explore before transferring onto 
Fussen. After lunch at choice, we visit Neuschwanstein 
Castle, a 19th century palace. After time at leisure to 
walk around the castle, we transfer to Landshut where 
we check our hotel for a 4-night stay. Dinner will be in 
our hotel on each night of our stay in Landshut. 

Day Four 
Munich 

After breakfast, we have a guided tour of the city, 
including the Theatinerkirchner, Frauenkirche (once 
the cathedral of Cardinal Ratzinger), the Marienplatz, 
the Square which is at the heart of Munich and the 
Peterskirche, where Mass will be celebrated. On the 
27th June 1977 Ratzinger was elevated to Cardinal 
Archbishop of Munich by Pope Paul VI. Years earlier, he 
had spent time as a student at the Ludwig-Maximilian-
University (also known as the University of Munich). He 
also served as a young priest at two Munich Churches: 

St Martin’s Parish Church in Munich-Moosach, and 
the Church of the Precious Blood (Heilig Blood) in 
Bogenhaussen. Lunch will be at choice. The afternoon 
will be at leisure in Munich. 

Day Five 
Chiemsee – Altotting

After breakfast, we drive to Gstadt am Chiemsee 
where we board the boat that takes us to Chiemsee, 
one of two islands on Lake Chiemsee. Here we will 
visit the Herrenchiemsee Palace, formerly the site of 
an Augustinian monastery, constructed in the 19th 
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century. We have a guided tour of the New Palace and 
the opportunity to visit the King Ludwig II Museum, 
and the Augustinian Monastery. We will have the 
opportunity to purchase lunch on the island. In the early 
afternoon, we take the boat back to Gstadt am Chiemsee 
where we meet our coach for the transfer to Altotting 
where we visit one of Germany’s most well known 
pilgrimage shrines. Time at leisure to explore the shrine 
and Alotting before the transfer back to Landshut. 

Day Six 
Garmisch Partenkirchen – Zugspitze  

After breakfast, we drive to Garmisch Paternkirchen 
with the opportunity to explore the town. After time for 
lunch (at choice), we take the cog wheel train and cable 
car up to Germany’s highest peak, Zugspitze, for a 360 
degree panorama. We return to our to our hotel in the 
late afternoon. 

Day Seven 
Munich – London Heathrow

After breakfast, and time at leisure, we check out of our 
hotel and transfer to Munich Airport for our return flight 
to Heathrow. 

Early booking discount of £30 per person for bookings 
received by 14th December 2018.

Terms of Payment: A non-refundable deposit of 
£250 per person, with a completed booking form. A 
further non-refundable payment of £400 per person to 
be paid by 1st March 2019. A further non-refundable 
payment of £400 per person to be paid by 1st March 
2019. The balance payment to be received by Pax 
Travel no later than 20th July 2020.

Includes: Scheduled flights: Heathrow to Munich 
to Heathrow. All current airport departure taxes. 1 
piece of checked in luggage. 2 night’s accommodation 
in shared* twin or double-bedded accommodation in 
Oberammergau (3 stars). 4 night’s accommodation in 
shared* twin or double-bedded rooms in 3-star hotels: 
Landshut. 6 breakfasts and 6 dinners. Tickets for the 
Passion Play. Guided tour as per the itinerary. Airport 
transfers and touring by coach as per the itinerary. 
Entrance fees as per the itinerary. Arrangement of 
religious services where possible. ATOL and ABTA 
financial protection.

* If you select to share a twin room when booking but have no one 
to share with, we will try to pair you up with someone of the same 
gender in the group. However, if there is no one available to pair 
you up with we will charge a supplement of £115 as you would 
have single occupancy of the rooms.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement at 
£229 for the 6 nights (limited availability). Meals not 
mentioned above. Drinks. Gratuities. U.K. transfers. 
Catering during the flights. Fuel surcharges if passed 
on by the airline.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

30th September - 6thOctober 2020
Travel Dates

£1379

Frauenkirche, Munich. By: Fred Romero, Flickr
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Day One
Gatwick – Munich  – Oberammergau

Scheduled flight from London Gatwick to Munich, with 
onward coach transfer to Oberammergau where we 
check into our hotel accommodation in the afternoon 
for dinner and a two-night stay. 

Day Two 
Oberammergau 

During the morning people will have an opportunity to 
explore Oberammergau. The Passion Play commences 
at 2:30pm, the interval is at 5pm, during which we will 
be served a three-course dinner, before witnessing the 
second part of the Passion Play which starts at 8pm and 
finishes at 10:30pm, after which we transfer to our hotel. 

Day Three 
Oberammergau – Innsbruck – Bressanone  

After breakfast, depart Oberammergau and drive south, 
with a stop in Innsbruck for lunch (at your own expense), 
before driving over the Brenner Pass into Italy, and an 
overnight stop at the picturesque town of Bressanone, 
situated in the Alto-Adige region, with its frescoes and 
medieval buildings. Dinner will be in our hotel and there 
will be an opportunity to share in night prayer. 

Day Four 
The Dolomites – Venice Area  

Drive through the Dolomites, stopping near to Lake 
Braies for lunch (at your own expense). Continue our 
drive, past Cortina and Belluno, to Mogliano Veneto, 
situated between Treviso and Venice. Dinner will be in 
our hotel or at a local restaurant on the three nights of 
our stay. 

Day Five 
Venice

After breakfast, we attend the Anglican Church of St. 
George’s in Venice for a Service of Holy Communion. 
Following lunch (included in the tour) we shall have a 
walking and introductory tour of Venice that starts from 
St. Mark’s Square, entering St. Mark’s Basilica, explore 
the ‘hidden’ Venice of small canals, palaces and bridges, 
concluding at the Rialto Bridge. After this 2 to 3 hour 
tour people will have the opportunity for free time until 
returning to our hotel for a freshen up and dinner.  

Pilgrimage Holiday to Oberammergau, Venice & Lucerne  
        Led by The Rev’d Haydon Wilcox O
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Day Six 
Venice  

There will be an opportunity for early morning prayer. 
After breakfast people will have the opportunity of 
visiting Venice for a free day to walk through the 
labyrinth of streets, bridges and canals or take a boat 
to the Island of Murano with its glass showrooms, as 
well as the churches of San Pietro Maria and Ss Maria e 
Donato. We shall endeavour to provide you with some 
information sheets to help you make a choice of what 
you want to do as an individual, as couples or in small 
friendship groups. We shall meet at an agreed time and 
place to return to our hotel for an evening meal and 
packing. 

Day Seven 
Venice – Milan Area 

Early departure by coach from Venice, passing by the 
famous city of Verona and stopping for a scenic break 
and lunch beside Lake Garda. Then onto the town of 
Bergamo, where we shall have a two-hour afternoon 
tour before stopping in the Milan area for dinner and an 
overnight stay. 

Day Eight 
Milan Area – Lucerne

Drive past Lake Como into Switzerland, stopping beside 
Lake Lugano, and later, in the picturesque small town 
of Andermatt, before our journey’s end, in the lakeside 
town of Lucerne for dinner and a two-night stay. Dinner 
to be at the Stadtkeller Swiss Folklore Restaurant. 

Day Nine 
Lucerne  

A day to relax in Lucerne and also to take a boat trip 
on Lake Lucerne, one of Switzerland’s most enchanting 
lakes. Dinner will be in our hotel or a local restaurant. 

Day Ten 
Zurich – London

Depart by coach to Zurich for our return flight to London. 

Terms of Payment: A non-refundable deposit of 
£250 per person, with a completed booking form. A 
further non-refundable payment of £400 per person to 
be paid by 1st March 2019. A further non-refundable 
payment of £400 per person to be paid by 1st 
December  2019. The balance payment to be received 
by Pax Travel no later than 20th April 2020.

Includes: Scheduled flights: Gatwick - Munich. 
Zurich - London. All current airport departure taxes. 
2 night’s accommodation in shared* twin or double-
bedded accommodation in Oberammergau (3 stars). 
7 night’s accommodation in shared* twin or double-
bedded rooms in 3-star hotels in: Brixen (1 night), 
Veneto (3 nights), Bergamo (1 night) & Lucerne (2 
nights). 9 breakfasts and 9 dinners. Ticket for the 
Passion Play. Guided tour as per the itinerary. Airport 
transfers and touring by coach as per the itinerary. 
Entrance fees as per the itinerary. Arrangement of 
religious services where possible. Services of a Pax 
Travel Tour Manager. ATOL and ABTA financial 
protection.

* If you select to share a twin room when booking but have no one 
to share with, we will try to pair you up with someone of the same 
gender in the group. However, if there is no one available to pair 
you up with we will charge a supplement of £200 as you would 
have single occupancy of the rooms.

Extras: Travel insurance (please contact Pax Travel 
for more information). Single room supplement at 
£396 for the 9 nights (limited availability). Meals not 
mentioned above. Drinks. Gratuities. U.K. transfers. 
Catering during the flights. Fuel surcharges if passed 
on by the airline.

This itinerary is a guideline and is subject to change without 
prior notification. 

24th June - 3rd July 2020
Travel Dates

£1688
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Other Ideas For Groups

Day One
London – Istanbul

Scheduled flight. Upon arrive in Istanbul we transfer 
to our hotel in the city, for a three-night stay. Dinner 
and breakfast are at our hotels for each overnight stay 
in Turkey.

Day Two 
Istanbul

This morning we visit the Blue Mosque, St Sophia, and 
the monuments of the Hippodrome. We also visit the 
Catholic Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, associated with 
Pope John XXIII, who was Bishop here before and 
during the Second World War. Mass will be celebrated 
here. In the afternoon, we visit the Topkapi Palace, and 
there will be some time at leisure.

Day Three
Istanbul

We visit the 19th century church of St Anthony of Padua, 
run by Italian Franciscans, in the former European 
Quarter. We also visit the former church of St Saviour 
in Chora, with its famous frescoes, and then plunge 
through the steep streets of the Fener District to the 
Greek Patriarchate and its church. In the afternoon there 
will be a cruise on a boat on the Bosphorus.

Day Four 
Istanbul – Denizli/Pamukkale

In the morning, we visit the Egyptian Bazaar (The 
Spice Market) and the Grand Bazaar of Istanbul, the 
largest covered bazaar in the world with more than 4000 
shops. Departure to Istanbul Airport for 5:25pm flight to 
Denizli. Transfer to Pamukkale where we check into our 
hotel for an overnight stay.

Day Five
Pamukkale - Miletus - Didyma - Kusadasi

We visit Colossae, Laodicea and Hierapolis. Proceed 
to Pamukkale. Walk through ancient city of Hierapolis. 
Then visit the ancient city of Laodicea, city of the 
aristocracy and wealthy, home of Xenon, centre of trade 
and a military base. Visit the theatre, odeon, stadium and 

one of the Seven Churches of the Apocalypse. Nearby 
Colossae is well-known throughout Christian circles as 
the receiver of Paul’s letter to the Colossians. Today, 
the town has fallen into obscurity and nothing remains. 
Drive to Kusadasi where we check into the Marina 
Hotel for a three-night stay.

Day Six
Shrine of Meryam Ana – Ephesus

We take a trip to the nearby Franciscan-run Shrine of 
Meryam Ana, the Holy House of Mary, home of Our 
Lady in her last years and visited by both Paul VI and 
John Paul II. Mass will be celebrated here. Also nearby is 
the interesting Byzantine Shrine of the Seven Sleepers. 
We tour the extensive remains of Ephesus with the 
amphitheatre where St Paul caused a riot (described in 
Acts 19), and the ruined basilica of St Mary where the 
council of Ephesus was held in 425, granting Our Lady 
the title of Theotokos or Bearer of God. We visit the 
Archaelogical Museum
of Selcuk and St John Basilik.

Day Seven
Kusadasi – Izmir – Kusadasi

Departure to Izmir for sightseeing tour of Izmir, ancient 
Smyrna. Visit ancient Agora, ascent to Mount Pagus 
once called the crown of the city, visit Alexander the 
Great’s Castle overlooking the pearl of Aegean City 
Izmir. We visit Polycarp Church. Return to Kusadasi for 
dinner and overnight.

Day Eight
Izmir – Istanbul – London

We have an early morning transfer to Izmir Airport for 
our return flight via Istanbul to the U.K. 

Turkey

Apart from the pilgrimage tours listed in this brochure, Pax Travel 
operates tours for many parishes, school, and clubs and societies, to 
different places of pilgrimage, both near and far. Although Pax are not 
planning any public pilgrimages to the places listed below during 2019, 
we will be happy to organise a tailor made tour for anyone who is thinking 
of taking a group to one of them (or to anywhere else that is practical!)
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Day One
London – Knock – Westport

Scheduled flight to Knock. On arrival, regroup and 
transfer to our accommodation in Westport. Dinner will 
be in our hotel on each night of our stay.

Day Two 
Knock Shrine 

This morning, Mass will be celebrated at the Basilica of 
Apparitions before we join our guide for a tour of the 
Shrine, which is visited by 1.5 million pilgrims every 
year. Afterwards we visit the Knock Folk Museum 
which is located in the grounds of the Shrine. The 
museum houses a large collection of artefacts dealing 
mainly with life in rural Ireland during the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. After time for lunch we join the 
public ceremonies following the Stations of the Cross 
and Rosary Procession which ends at the Basilica. 

Day Three 
Ballintubber Abbey – Croagh Patrick  

After breakfast we drive to Ballintubber Abbey, a 5th 
century abbey and the only one left in Ireland that was 
founded by an Irish king, Croabhdearg O’Conner the 
King of Connaught. Here we will have Mass and a 
tour before time for lunch. After lunch we will travel to 
Croagh Patrick which is set on the top of a mountain. In 
441 St Patrick spent Lent on Croagh Patrick in prayer 

and fasting. Legend has it that it was from this mountain 
that St Patrick sent the reptiles of Ireland crawling to 
their doom. First of all, he rang a bell on the top of the 
mountain which attracted the reptiles, he flung the bell 
over the edge of the mountain and  the reptiles followed. 
On the top of the mountain there is a small chapel and 
some breathtaking views.

Day Four 
Connemara – Kylemore Abbey   

Today we experience the inspiring landscapes and 
coast of the Connemara peninsula, on a day excursion 
from Westport. Highlights of the trip will be the eight 
mile “Sky Road” which takes in some beautiful coastal 
scenery on a spectacular loop between Kingston and 
Clifden. Our second highlight is a visit to Kylemore 
Abbey, originally run by Benedictine nuns as a school. A 
gothic church, Victorian walled gardens, and a café and 
tea house are features of the Abbey, which is perched on 
the stones of Pollacapall Lough. Return to Westport in 
mid-afternoon.

Day Five 
Westport – Knock – London

After breakfast and time at leisure, we hope to have a 
closing Mass before transferring to Knock Airport for 
our return flight to London

Ireland

Kylemore Abbey. By: Stéphane Moussie, Flickr
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Day One
London – Sliema

Scheduled flight to Malta from Heathrow or Gatwick. 
On arrival, we transfer to our hotel, the Victoria Hotel in 
Sliema. Dinner at the hotel.

Day Two 
Valetta 

In the morning we drive to Malta’s capital city, Valetta. 
We start by visiting the upper bastions to enjoy the view 
across the main harbour. We then make our way to St 
John’s Cathedral, where Caravaggio’s masterpiece The 
Beheading of John the Baptist hangs in the Oratory. 
Afterwards we visit the Grandmaster’s Palace and finish 
the morning with a visit to St Paul’s Shipwreck Church, 
one of the oldest churches in Valetta. We may view the 
paintings of Attilio Palumbi, portraying episodes in the 
life of St Paul, as well as two important relics, an arm 
bone of St Paul and a piece of the column on which he 
was beheaded. There will be a break for lunch (cost not 
included) in a local restaurant. We reconvene after lunch 
and visit the Malta at War Museum, before returning by 
ferry to Sliema and walking to our hotel. Dinner at the 
hotel.

Day Three 
Rabat and Mdina  

After breakfast we drive to Mdina, the Roman capital of 
the island, which predated Valetta by several centuries. 
We visit the Archbishop’s Cathedral, cocathedral with 
St John’s in Valetta. It is believed to stand on the site of 
the  Palace of Publius, who was Roman Governor at the 
time of St Paul’s visit, and who subsequently became 
the first Bishop of Malta. We can have a superb view 
of the islands from the ramparts of Mdina, including St 
Paul’s Bay, where he was shipwrecked. We will then 
visit Rabat, where we shall see St Paul’s Church and 
the grotto where Paul is said to have lived and preached 
after his shipwreck, as well as the early Christian 

catacombs. Lunch will be included in a restaurant today. 
We then drive to Mellieha where the Eucharist will be 
celebrated in the sanctuary Church of Our Lady. Dinner 
at the hotel.

Day Four 
Gozo 

After breakfast we travel by coach and then cross by 
ferry to the peaceful island of Gozo separated by a five-
mile wide channel from Malta. It is very different from 
Malta itself, greener, more rural and very relaxing. We 
first visit the church in the village of Xewkija, which 
has a dome third in size only to St Peter’s in Rome 
and St Paul’s in London. We then drive to the most 
important place of pilgrimage on the island, Ta’ Pinu 
Church, named after Pinu Gauci, a wealthy man of great 
devotion, who lived in the 17th century and restored the 
church, which is dedicated to the Assumption of Our 
Lady. Afterwards we drive down to Dwejra to view the 
Window in the Rock. We then visit the seaside village of 
Xlendi where lunch will be taken in a local restaurant. 
After lunch, we visit the charming capital of Victoria, 
including the citadel and the 17th century cathedral of 
the Virgin Mary. There will be time at leisure here to 
browse and shop. We return by ferry to Malta and drive 
to our hotel. Dinner at the hotel.

Day Five 
Zurrieq - Fishing Villages - Return to UK

This morning we take a trip by coach to the Village of 
Zurrieq, one of the oldest in Malta. We visit the 17th 
century church of St Catherine, which contains wall 
paintings by Mattia Preti, who also painted the interior 
of St John’s co-cathedral in Valetta. We also visit some 
of the picturesque fishing villages along the coast. Lunch 
will be at choice today. Afterwards our coach takes us to 
the airport for our return flight to London. 

Malta

Valetta. By: Un Scharf , Flickr (Edit: cropped)
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Day One
UK - Avignon

Scheduled flight from to Nimes. On arrival we transfer 
to our hotel, the Kyriad - Palais de Papes in Avignon, for 
a 5-night stay. Dinner will be in our hotel.

Day Two 
Avignon 

Mass in the Cathedral before lunch. In the afternoon, 
a guided tour of the Palace of the Popes, to the bridge 
over the Rhône. Visit the ruins of the Abbey of St. Rufus 
where Nicholas Breakspear Pope Adrian IV (elected 
1154) was abbot. Dinner will be in our hotel.

Day Three 
Aix-en-Provence - Luberon area 

We go by coach to the delightful spa town of Aix-en-
Provence with its many fountains. After Mass at the 5th 
century baptistery in the Cathedral of St. Sauveur we 
tour places of interest, including the studio of one of 
Aix’s most famous sons - Paul Cezanne. A relaxing drive 
through the magnificent Luberon area with its peaks, 
gorges and wooden valleys takes us back to Avignon. 
Dinner will be in our hotel.

Day Four 
Villeneuve les Avignon - Châteauneuf-du-

Pape - Orange
Mass in Villeneuve at the Chartreuse du Val de 
Benediction founded by Innocent VI in 1356 where 

he is buried. Drive to Châteauneuf-du-Pape to see 
the remains of the keep of a papal summer residence 
together with a tasting of the famed local wine; Lunch is 
included here. Visit Orange to see the Roman triumphal 
Arch and Theatre, the only Roman theatre to retain its 
stage wall. Louis XIV considered this the finest wall in 
his kingdom. Dinner will be at choice this evening.

Day Five 
Zurrieq - Fishing Villages - Return to UK 

Abbey of Senanque - Beaume de Venise - 
Vaison la Romaine

We visit the Cistercian Abbey of Senanque, set in 
Lavender Fields. We hope to celebrate Mass here. Drive 
to the wine-growing area of Beaume de Venise for  lunch 
(at choice). Afternoon, a visit to the medieval town of 
Vaison la Romaine which retains extensive remains of 
Roman occupation; visit the Church of Notre Dame de 
Nazareth with traces of its 6th century origin. Dinner 
will be in a local restaurant this evening.

Day Six 
Avignon - UK

After breakfast we transfer to Nimes Airport for our 
return flight.

Avignon Cathedral. By: Axel Brocke, Flickr 
Edit: Increased brightness, contrast and saturation
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Day One
London Heathrow – Goa

Scheduled flight from London Heathrow, with a stopover 
in Doha, before arriving in Goa on 27th of November.

Day Two 
Reis Magos – Mapuca 

After freshening up, you will proceed by coach to Old 
Goa, a historical city in North Goa. Once the capital 
of Portuguese India in the 16th Century, the city was 
abandoned in the 18th Century Plague. Today the 
remains of the city are a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
After, we will visit The Bishop’s Palace, also known as 
Patriarchal Palace, situated in Altinho and overlooking 
the capital city of Panjim. Bishop’s Palace is renowned 
for its architectural splendor and as the residence of the 
Archbishop of Goa. Mass will be celebrated during the 
day.

Day Three 
Reis Magos – Mapuca  

Today morning after breakfast, you will drive to the 
Goan village of Reis Magos, the Portuguese name for the 
Three Wise Men. The village is famous for two of Goa’s 
famous structures; the Reis Magos Fort, and the Reis 
Magos Church – the first church in Bardez. We will then 
visit St Jerome’s Church in Mapuca. Later, we will drive 
to the town of Mapuca in North Goa, which is known 
for its very colorful weekly Friday Market, that goes 
on from early morning to late evening. Here is where 
the Our Lady of Miracles Church is found, originally 
built in 1594 by the Portuguese army. Believed to have 
been built on the site of a Hindu temple, this church 
was dedicated to Saint Jerome, who was venerated as 
the Patron Saint of Librarians, and is still often called St 
Jerome’s Church. The building caught fire in 1961 and 
a large part of it was destroyed. After its renovation, the 
church was rechristened and dedicated to Our Lady of 
Miracles. Both Hindus and Christians offer their prayers 
here, especially on the Church’s Feast Day on the third 
Monday after Easter, a fine example of the peace and 
harmony between the two religions here.

Day Four 
Pilar Seminary 

Today after breakfast, you will proceed to visit the 
Pilar Seminary where the magnificent Procession of 
Saints takes place on the Monday of Holy Week. Set 
on a small hill just south of the capital city of Panaji, 
the Pilar Seminary is known for its quiet ambience and 
the spectacular views of the countryside. The Capuchin 
monks founded the Seminary in 1613 when they 
established a center of learning along with the Church. 
The beautiful old Church at the Seminary has an exquisite 

baroque stone-carved doorway and the cloisters are 
decorated with 17th century frescoes. We will celebrate 
Mass here. The new seminary, which opened in 1942 
for training of priests lies at the top of the hill. There is 
a small museum, which houses fragments of pottery and 
temple sculpture excavated from the site. Here it will be 
possible to see a copy of the first Marathi translation of 
the Gospel. Following our visit to the Seminary we will 
have lunch at a local spice plantation. We will have the 
afternoon at leisure before returning to our hotel in the 
late afternoon.

Day Five 
Se Cathedral – Church of St Francis

The morning, after celebration of Sunday Mass in a local 
Church, will be at leisure with an opportunity to enjoy 
the local beaches. In the afternoon we return to Old Goa 
to visit the Se Cathedral, one of the most ancient and 
celebrated religious buildings of Goa. This magnificent 
16th Century monument to the Roman Catholic Rule in 
Goa under the Portuguese is the largest Church in Asia. 
The Cathedral is dedicated to St Catherine of Alexandria 
on whose feast day on 1510 Alfonso Albuquerque 
defeated the Muslim army and took possession of the 
city of Goa. Hence it is also known as St Catherine’s 
Cathedral. Adjacent to the Cathedral is the Convent 
and Church of St Francis, the former Palace of the Arch 
Bishop.

Day Six 
Rachol Seminary – Margao

Today you will proceed to Rachol Seminary surrounded 
by the remains of a moat of an old Muslim fort and 
once home to the Christian Art Museum. Initially, 
the complex, built by the Jesuits between 1606 and 
1610, consisted of a hospital and a school for the 
poor besides the college for the trainee priests. It also 
housed what was only the third setup of a printing 
press in the subcontinent. Fr Thomas Stevens (said to 
be the first Englishman to set foot on Indian soil) set 
up the press, which managed to bring out some sixteen 
books, including the first translation of the Gospels into 
an Indian language. The Seminary also has a church, 
built in 1576, dedicated to Saint Ignatius of Loyola - the 
founder of the Jesuit order. It is said that fragments of 
Saint Constantine’s bones, brought from Rome in 1782 
are enshrined here along with a small glass vial which 
once contained a little amount of the Saint ́s blood. Mass 
will be celebrated here. After we will explore Margao, 
the commercial and cultural capital of Goa. Margao 
grew initially as the settlement surrounding the ancient 
Damodar Temple. After the demolition of the original 
temple it was replaced by the Holy Spirit church and 
church grounds. The western side of the Church 
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developed as a market place, still famous today. People 
from all over Goa congregate at the special market to 
buy spices and dried fish to be used during the oncoming 
rainy season. The settlement grew on the eastern side 
with the church at its core and extended outwards. 
Today bones of Saint Francis Xavier are found in the 
Espirito Santo (Holy Spirit) Church. The Church stands 
in the old market square as one of the finest examples of 
the Indian Baroque style. Originally built by the Jesuit 
missionaries in 1564, it was destroyed in 1571 by the 
Muslim army soldiers before being rebuilt in 1645.

Day Seven 
Visit the relics of St Francis Xavier – 

Panaji
Today the group will visit the Bom Jesus Basilica for 
the opportunity to see the relics of St Xavier, which are 
kept in a silver casket, elevated inside the Basilica and 
are exposed (being brought to ground level) generally 
every ten years, often for only one month. return 
to Panaji and have the day at leisure to explore the 
Capital. The city’s architecture is the surest sign that 
Goa evolved independently of the rest of India. In the 

small old quarters of Fontainhas and Sao Tom , winding 
alleyways are lined with Portuguese-style houses, 
boasting distinctive red-tiled roofs, wooden window 
shutters and rickety balconies decorated with bright pots 
of petunias. It is here in Panaji that the Church of Our 
Lady of Immaculate Conception is found, one of the 
oldest churches in Goa, which dates to the year 1540. 
Evening visiting the Church for evening Prayer.

Day Eight 
Feast Day of St Francis Xavier –

Anjuna Flea Market
After breakfast, we attend early morning Mass, before 
having the rest of the day at leisure, perhaps visit the 
Anjuna Flea Market. For those who wish, there will be 
the opportunity to help volunteer in Goa. Lunch today is 
at choice, and dinner will be in our hotel. 

Day Nine 
Goa – London Heathrow

Morning flight from Goa to Heathrow with a stopover 
in Doha.O

T
H

ER
  I

D
EA

S 
 F

O
R

  G
R

O
U

PS

Se Cathedral, Goa - Mikhail Esteves, Flickr
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